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Resource Overview 
aer: Greek - “air, atmosphere”
ambi, amphi: Greek - “both”
anim: Latin - “spirit, soul, life”
aqua/hydr: Latin/Greek - “water”
arch: Latin - “to rule, ruler”
arm: Latin - “army, weapon”
astr: Greek - “star”
aud: Latin - “to hear”
bene, bon: Latin - “good, well”  mal: Latin - “bad, wretched” 
bio: Greek - “life”
capit, cipit: Latin - “head”
carne: Latin - “meat, flesh”
ceipt, cept, ceit, ceiv: Latin - “to take hold, seize” 
centr, center: Greek - “middle”
chron/temp: Greek/Latin - “time”
cid, cis: Latin - “to cut or kill”
circum: Latin - “around”
clam: Latin - “to cry out”
clud, clus: Latin - “to shut”
cogn: Latin - “to know”
cor: Latin - “heart”
cred, cert: Latin - “believe, sure, trust”
cycl: Greek - “circle”
dem/pop: Greek/Latin - “people”

7
9
14
19
27
32
37
42
47
52
59
65
70
75
83
88
93
97
102
107
113
117
121
126
130

Table of Contents
dict: Latin - “to say or speak”
doc: Latin - “to teach”
dur: Latin - “hard”
dyna: Latin - “power”
dys: Greek - “badly, ill”
equ: Latin - “equal, even, level”
fall,fals: Latin - “deceive, lie, wrong”
fen: Latin - “to strike”
flec, flex: Latin - “to bend”
foil: Latin - “leaf”
form: Latin - “to shape”
fort: Latin - “strong”
frac, frag: Latin - “to break”
gen: Greek - “birth, origin”
geo/terr: Greek/Latin - “earth”
gest: Latin - “to bear or carry”
grad, gress: Latin - “to step”
gram, graph: Latin - “write, draw, describe, record”
greg: Latin - “flock, herd”
hemi/semi: Latin - “half”
here, hes: Latin - “to stick or cling”
hosp: Latin - “guest”
host: Latin - “stranger, enemy”
init/fin: Latin - “beginning”/”end”
intel: Latin - “to know or think”
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ject: Latin - “to cast or throw”
labor/oper: Latin - “to work”
leg: Latin - “legal”
lev: Latin - “light, lift, raise”
loc: Latin - “place”
log, loqu: Greek - “thought, word, speech”
lum, luc: Latin - “light”
manu: Latin - “hand”
mar: Latin - “sea”
mater/pater: Latin - “mother/father”
medi: Latin - “middle”
mega: Greek - “million, great, large”
mem: Latin - “recall, remember, mindful”
migr: Latin - “to wander”
mit, miss: Latin - “to send”
mob, mot, mov: Latin - “to move”
mon: Latin - “to warn”
mort: Latin - “death”
multi/poly: Greek - “many”
nat, nasc: Latin - “born, birth”
not: Latin - “to know, letter, note, paper”
ology: Greek - “study”
onym: Latin - “name”
ora: Latin - “mouth”
ord, ordin: Latin - “order, rank, arrange”
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para: Greek - “beside, near”
ped: Latin - “foot”
phil: Greek - “love”
phob: Greek - “fear”
phon: Greek - “sound”
photo: Greek - “light”
phys: Greek - “nature”
plur: Latin - “more”
port: Latin - “to carry”
pos: Latin - “to place, put, lay”
poten: Latin - “powerful”
pyr: Greek - “heat, fire”
quer, ques, quir, quis: Latin - “to ask or seek”
rog: Latin - “to ask or demand”
rot: Latin - “wheel”
rupt: Latin - “to break or burst”
sci: Latin - “to know”
scope: Greek - “to examine or view”
scrib: Latin - “to write”
sens, sent: Latin - “to feel, sense, perceive”
sol: Latin - “alone, lonely”
spec: Latin - “to look”
spir: Latin - “to breathe”
stat, sist: Latin - “to stand”
struct: Latin - “to build or make”
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tact, tang: Latin - “to touch”
techni: Greek - “artistry, skill”
tend, tens, tent: Latin - “to stretch or give”
term: Latin - “to limit or end”
test: Latin - “witness”
tort: Latin - “to twist”
tract: Latin - “to pull or draw”
urb: Latin - “city”
vers, vert: Latin - “to turn”
vi: Latin - “way, road”
vict, vinc: Latin - “to conquer”
vid, vis: Latin - “to see”
vit, viv: Latin - “life, alive”
volv, volu: Latin - “to turn or roll”
NUMBERS:
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Almost 70% of the English language is derived from Latin and Greek languages.  
When students learn these “building blocks” it becomes easy for them to recognize 
and decode unfamiliar words that are related to a known root. It is also increasing-
ly important to explicitly teach students the meanings of Greek and Latin roots as 
they encounter the very technical vocabulary found in science and other content 
areas.

This resource combines the instructional value of Greek and Latin roots with the 
active engagement of Interactive Notebooks.  Included are 120 Interactive Note-
book activities that will help your students understand the meaning of several 
words related to over 130 different roots. Each root activity covers 3-6 preselected 
words.  However, blank templates are also included so that you can select your 
own words.  In addition to the Interactive Notebook pages, you will also get word 
and definition lists for each root.

Questions or comments? Please email me at info@teacherthrive.com.

Thank you for your purchase,

Melissa Tallman

© Copyright 2013 M. Tallman. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy 
pages specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or 
licensee. The reproduction of any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. 
Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a 
personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it possible for an 
Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, free of charge, 
and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

RESOURCE OVERVIEW

additional greek and latin resources:

https://teacherthrive.com/GreekLatinRoots
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If your students are new to Interactive Notebooks (INB), it is important that they 
know to only use small dots of glue.  Students will tend to go overboard on this 
unless you explicitly show them.  Also, I do not recommend the use of glue sticks; 
the bond will eventually break and the pages will fall apart.  A little Elmer’s School 
Glue will go a long way.  Having at least one glue bottle for every 2-3 students is 
sufficient.  
 
You do not need a separate INB to use this resource.  If you are already 
implementing a reading and/or language arts INB with your students, you can 
simply incorporate the activities from these pages.  
 
Save some time when coloring.  Students do not have to color every minute detail 
of these activities.  Some time-saving options include: tracing the edges with a 
highlighter or marker, coloring only a few elements (see “cor”, Latin for heart, for 
an example of this), or not coloring at all.  What’s most important is that students 
make the connection between the visual of the notebook page and the meaning 
of the root and related words. 
 
Each root activity has a page with preselected words and a blank page for the 
words of your choosing.  If you would like to use your own words, I recommend 
checking out this site: http://myvocabulary.com/dir-root-root_master#D 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Greek_and_Latin_roots_in_English. Both sites 
provide pretty extensive lists of Greek and Latin roots and words that are related 
to them.   
 
Decide how you would like your students to find the definitions to the words. Do 
you want definitions preselected and prepared for the students to copy? If so, 
then you can hand them a copy of the word and definition list located at the end 
of the resource.  Would you like them to find definitions for themselves on the 
Internet or in a dictionary?  Another option to consider is to allow students to find 
their own words and definitions. 
 
Feel free to have students use the space on the notebook pages to expand their 
work.  They can write sentences with the words used in context or list additional 
words that are related to the root.
 
Don’t have a lot of time to dedicate to individual INBs?  Make a class Greek and 
Latin Roots INB.  Assign a separate root to individual students or student pairs.  
Once the page is completed, the students or pairs can present their root to the 
class.  You can use the completed pages to make a class book or you can put 
them up as a bulletin board.  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Tips and Suggestions



Latin - “water” Greek - “water”
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hydraqua

1. Complete and cut out all of the pieces.  There are two 
sets of arrows; you’ll only need to use one set depending 
on where the droplets are positioned on the page. 

2. Glue down one page for 
each of the droplets.  

3. Apply small dots of glue on the top portion of 
the bottom page and attach the next page on top. 

4. Bend the droplet covers 
backwards on the grey lines 
and glue the top portion on 
top of the pages. 

5. Glue on the arrows; 
use the set with the 
appropraite direction for 
your droplets.



Latin - “water” Greek - “water”
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hydraqua

Latin - “water”

Greek - “water”

aqua

Latin - “water”aqua

hydr

Greek - “water”hydr
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aquatic
aquifer

aq
ua
ma

rin
e

aq
ue
du
ct

hydrogen hydraulic

hyd
rate

hyd
rop
hob
ia
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mar Latin - “sea”
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1. Complete and cut out
both pieces.

3. Glue down the pocket. 4. Insert the definition page.

2. Fold back the tabs on
the pocket and apply
small dots of glue.



mar Latin - “sea”
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m
a
r

Latin - “sea”
marine

maritime
marsh

marinate
mariner

marina

mar Latin - “sea”
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m
a
r

Latin - “sea”

mar Latin - “sea”
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VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES

Helping teachers thrive, not just survive, in education

www.TeacherThrive.com

TEACHER
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