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WHY TEACH GREEK AND LATIN ROOTS?

Almost 70% of the English language is derived from Latin and Greek languages.  
When students learn these “building blocks” it becomes easy for them to recognize 
and decode unfamiliar words that are related to a known root. It is also increasingly 
important to explicitly teach students the meanings of Greek and Latin roots as they 
encounter the very technical vocabulary found in science and other content 
areas.

Now you can easily present these essential components of English with the use of 
engaging and visually stunning PowerPoint presentations!

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THIS RESOURCE?

This resource is an extensive collection of 20 different PowerPoint presentations, 
each one covering three different roots.  Each presentation includes ten high-utility 
words, one word per slide.  Each slide includes: a clear, concise definition, the word 
used in context, and a carefully selected image that will further emphasize the 
meaning and application of the word.  

These PowerPoints are an effective stand-alone resource for your classroom.  
However, if you are looking to extend and deepen your students’ vocabulary skills, 
then check out my Get to the Root of It! {Book 1}. The units within these books are 
perfectly aligned to the PowerPoints within this resource.  

Don’t have PowerPoint? These PowerPoints are compatible with Google Slides. PDF 
versions are also included.

Questions or comments? Please email me at info@teacherthrive.com

Thank you for your purchase,
Melissa Tallman

© Copyright 2014 M. Tallman. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy 
pages specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or 
licensee. The reproduction of any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. 
Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a 
personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it possible for an 
Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, free of charge, 
and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

https://teacherthrive.com/RootsBook1
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(v) - to lose water 
or moisture; to 
become dry 

Marathon runners can become 
dehydrated during a race if they 
do not drink enough water. 
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(adj) - related to 
electricity that is 
made from the 
energy of falling 
water 

Water that is released from the Bonneville 
Dam turns many turbines, large wheels, 
and makes hydroelectric energy. 
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(n) - an upright pipe 
with a spout, nozzle, or 
other outlet, usually in 
the street, for drawing 
water from a main 
pipe, especially for 
fighting fires 

The firefighters hooked up a large hose 
to the fire hydrant and started to spray 
the burning house with water. 
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(adj) - living or taking place in water 
Water polo is my favorite aquatic sport. 
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(n) - a channel 
that has been 
built to carry 
water over long 
distances 

Our drinking water is carried from the 
mountains through large aqueducts 
until it finally makes its way to us. 
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(n) - a glass 
tank or bowl 
in which fish or 
other aquatic 
animals live 

He loved to sit and watch the fish 
swim back and forth in the aquarium. 
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(n) - an underground 
layer of rock that 
water continually 
moves through 

The homesteaders dug their well right 
over the aquifer in order to get a 
clean and steady supply of water. 
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(adj) - related 
to the sea; 
existing in or 
produced by 
the sea 

The oil spill near the Gulf Coast harmed 
many marine animals and plants. 
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(n) - a small 
harbor where 
small boats 
can dock 

We looked out at the marina, 
watching the sail boats come and go. 
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(adj) - on or 
near the sea 

The Chesapeake Bay is known 
for its maritime industries such 
as fishing and crabbing. 
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WORD LISTS
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Unit 1: 
Just Add Water 

(hydr, aqua/aqu, mar/mer) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1. marina 
2.  aquarium 
3.  hydrant 
4.  aquatic 
5.  marine 
6.  aqueduct 
7.  hydroelectric 
8.  maritime 
9.  aquifer 
10.  dehydrate 

Unit 2: 
All Eyes and Ears 
(vis/vid, aud, phon) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  visualize 
2.  vista 
3.  visionary 
4.  audible 
5.  audition 
6.  audience 
7.  auditorium 
8.  cacophony 
9.  xylophone 
10.  phonograph 

Unit 3: 
I Just Gotta Know! 

(mem, ology, sci) 

Un
it 

W
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1. memoir 
2.  memorialize 
3.  memorable 
4.  memento 
5.  geology 
6.  anthropology 
7.  etymology 
8.  science 
9.  conscience 
10.  conscientious 

Unit 4: 
Around We Go  

(cycl, circum, centr/center) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  cycle 
2.  cyclical 
3.  cyclone 
4.  circumference 
5.  circuit 
6.  circumstance 
7.  circumvent 
8.  central 
9.  concentric 
10.  eccentric 

Unit 5: 
Express Yourself! 

(dict, scrib/script, graph/gram) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  dictate 
2.  contradict 
3.  edict 
4.  autobiography 
5.  telegram 
6.  calligraphy 
7.  graphic 
8.  inscription 
9.  transcript 
10.  prescription 

Unit 6: 
A Time and A Place 

(chron, temp, loc) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.   chronological 
2.  chronically 
3.  chronicle 
4.  chronograph 
5.  temporary 
6.  contemporary 
7.  location 
8.  local 
9.  allocate 
10.  dislocate 

Unit 7: 
I Like to Move it Move It 
(mob/mot, tract, tend/tens/tent) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1. mobile 
2.  motivation 
3.  motive 
4.  tractor 
5.  detract 
6.  contract 
7.  attention 
8.  extend 
9.  tension 
10.  contentious 

Unit 8: 
And Your Name Is? 

(hosp, onym, host) 
Un

it 
W

or
ds

 

1.  hospital 
2.  hospitable 
3.  homonym 
4.  synonym 
5.  antonym 
6.  anonymous 
7.  acronym 
8.  pseudonym 
9.  hostile 
10.  hostage 
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Unit 9: 
Life, Light, & Love 

(bio, photo, phil) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.   biology 
2.  biodegradable 
3.  biography 
4.  photography 
5.  photosynthesis 
6.  photon 
7.  Philadelphia 
8.  philanthropist 
9.  philosophy 
10.  bibliophile 

Unit 10: 
The More the Merrier 

(plur, multi/poly, mega) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  plural 
2.  pluralism 
3.  multiply 
4.  multidisciplinary 
5.  polygon 
6.  polytheistic 
7.  multitude 
8.  multimedia 
9.  megalopolis 
10.  Megalosaurus 

Unit 11:  
1 is the Loneliest Number 

(mono, uni, sol) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1. monologue 
2.  monotone 
3.  monotonous 
4.  unison 
5.  unicorn 
6.  unify 
7.  unique 
8.  solitude 
9.  solo 
10.  solar 

Unit 12: 
It Takes Two 

(bi, du, ambi/amphi) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  bicycle 
2.  bilingual 
3.  biannual 
4.  duet 
5.  duplex 
6.  dual 
7.  ambidextrous 
8.  ambivalent 
9.  ambiguous 
10.  amphibious 

Unit 13: 
Three, Four, Five 

(tri, quad/quar, penta/quint) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  triathlon 
2.  trilogy 
3.  trimester 
4.  trident 
5.  quadrangle 
6.  quartet 
7.  quart 
8.  pentagon 
9.  pentagram 
10.  quintuplet 

Unit 14: 
Six, Seven, Eight 
(hex/sex, sept, oct) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  hexagon 
2.  sextant 
3.  September 
4.  septennial 
5.  septet 
6.  septuagenarian 
7.  octagon 
8.  octave 
9.  October 
10.  octopus 

Unit 15: 
Nine, Ten, Hundred 

(non/nov, deci/deca, cent) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  1. November 
2.  nonagon 
3.  decade 
4.  decimeter 
5.  decimal 
6.  century 
7.  percent 
8.  centigrade 
9.  centurion 
10.  centimeter 

Unit 16: 
The Nature of the Beast 

(anim, carn, phys) 
Un

it 
W

or
ds

 

1.  animal 
2.  animate 
3.  animator 
4.  inanimate 
5.  carnivorous 
6.  reincarnate 
7.  physical 
8.  physician 
9.  physics 
10.  physicist 
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Unit 17: 
Can I Trust You? 

(fals/fall, cert/cred, phob) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  false 
2.  fallacy 
3.  falsify 
4.  certain 
5.  credulous 
6.  credence 
7.  credible 
8.  creed 
9.  phobia 
10.  claustrophobic 

Unit 18: 
Can’t We Just Get Along? 

(arm, fen, cid/cis) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  armory 
2.  armada 
3.  armadillo 
4.  defend 
5.  offense 
6.  fender 
7.  scissors 
8.  decide 
9.  incisor 
10.  insecticide 

Unit 19: 
Oh, The Places You’ll Go! 

(vi, urb, terr) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  via 
2.  deviate 
3.  obvious 
4.  urban 
5.  suburb 
6.  suburbanite 
7.  terrestrial 
8.  terrain 
9.  terra-cotta 
10.  territory 

Unit 20: 
Meet Me in the Middle 

(med, semi/hemi, equ) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1. medium 
2.  median 
3.  mediocre 
4.  mediate 
5.  semicircle 
6.  hemisphere 
7.  semicolon 
8.  equitable 
9.  equator 
10.  equidistant 




