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This resource includes everything you need to teach students to correctly
punctuate dialogue.

Everything you need is here! These materials will allow you to explicitly
teach, reinforce, and assess the use of commas and quotation marks to
mark direct speech.

What's Included:

* PowerPoint Lesson (Monday)

* Practice Printable (Tuesday)

* 30 Task Cards (Wednesday)

» Sketch Notes (Thursday)

* Assessment (Friday)

* BONUS: Interactive Notebook Activity

NOTE: This resource was written based on fourth-grade content standards.
However, none of the student materials are labeled with a grade level. This
will allow teachers to use this resource across grade levels.

Need grammar units for the entire school year?
Click here for my Fourth Grade Grammar Bundie!

Questions, commentse Feel free to email me anytime. | would love to hear
from youl!

Melissa Tallman
info@teacherthrive.com
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POWERPOINT LESSON
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| Dialogue tags can be placed at the beginning,
|in the middle, or at the end of direct speech.
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you when |
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Andrea screamed, “I won
the art contestlc

i “I' won the art contest!”

O Andrea screamed.
|
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Andrea declared, “I| am
learning to speak Sponishj\"

*“l am learning to speak
Spomishn,\" Andrea declared.

@*Excepﬁon: A period becomes a
| comma when the tag is at the end. l
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Andrea asked, “Did |
win the art con Tesf?N"

“Did | win the art contest?”
Andrea asked. A
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PRACTICE PRINTABLE & ASSESSMENT

Name: Date:

“bec

j “Wec

Directions: Underline the
and guotation marks.

Example: ® can’t

the middle.

Dialogue tag
af the end.

1. “l want to visit the Eiffl

N

. Rosemary shrieked, “1
3. “Don’'t worry,” Tim wh
4, "“Are you coming ove

5. "Open your book,” sc

Directions: Rewrite each
commas, and quotation

6. If the rain stops Marge

7. Would you like anothg

8. | can't believe it yelle

9. Danny yelped loudly

Commas and quotation marks are used fo set o-ff dialogue in wrifing.

Dialogue tag at Eome” odvisg(_;fr, “Wear a raincoat tomorrow.”
the beginning. dm'%“"’ m@

Dialogue tag inj “Wear a raincoat tomorrow.” Darnell advised.

Name: Date:

Directions: Choose the sentence thatis correctly punctuated.

1. @ “I'm so fired that | can barely keep my eyes open.” sighed Kate.
“I'm so fired that | can barely keep my eyes open” sighed Kate.
© “I'm so tired that | can barely keep my eyes open,” sighed Kate.

2. @& Tomas shrieked, “There is a grizzly bear over there!”
Tomas shrieked, “There is a grizzly bear over there”!
©) Tomas shrieked “There is a grizzly bear over there.”

3. @ "l can't focus at school” Liz said “if | don't sleep well af night.”
“I can't focus at school,” Liz said, “if | don't sleep well at night.”
© "l can't focus at sphaalituisssssiiamE = well af night”.

PRACTICE -
PRINTABLE

Directions: Rewrite eack K nctuation,

commas, and quotatior
5. Let’s go fo the beac ASS ESSM ENT 3

4. A "Are you ready fo
“Are you ready to
©) “Are you ready to

6. Aristotle said a friena 1o one 1s a triend to all

7. A spider just crawled up my leg screamed Becky

8. Ferris inquired are rats really nocturnal animals

9. If you like Dan suggested we can have lunch in the park
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SKETCH NOTES
BRAMMAR SKETCH NOVES

TEACHING NOTES:
Students will write COMMAS & QUOTATION MARKS FOR
dialogue examples with
the tag at the beginning,
in the middle, and at the
end. These examples can
come from the
PowerPoint, or students
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can write their own. at the beginning || in the middle at the end
Dan said, "I am | |'l am going | am g0ing
. gong camping." | leamping,” said Dan| |camping," said Dan
The grmPth bElOW the "out | will call you

\’ when | gef back” \i

three tags emphasizes \
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bunctuntionin relation  PUNCTUATION IN DIRECT SPEECH

to quota.tion marks. The |NS|DEIF the punctuation applies fo the direct speech..

: Tt g0es inside tne quotation marks

one exception that 6 Jack yelld, " can' 9€
Should be explalned to |* ‘ believe | won!" R
students is that 'A period becomes a comma when a tag follows the dialogue.
dialogue that end ith If an exclamation point or a question mark applies

09 d :ND :h :W OUTSL‘(G the whole sentence, it goes outside the
A perio A IS 6 Not 9 guotation marks
'FO“OWed bB atag Wl[l CUH’@ET{ 9 U@ Have, YOU heard the i
have a comma before >poec ‘l o B sng "Shkip fo My Lou™?
the closin gquo tation N e

mark. See the “end” tag
for an example.

OUTSIDE EXCEPTION: There is one punctuatio
should be explained to students regarding excl
question marks. If the punctuation applies to
(not just the text within the quotation marks), !
the quotation marks. (e.g., Do you like the songy |
Bus”?; The sign on the beach read “Beware of §

Dan a4
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BONUS:

: Hugo said, “
H IS good book."

lread |

{ | Marysad, e |

INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK ACTIVITY
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“| read a good
book," said Hugo.
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