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This resource includes everything you need to teach students how to
recognhize and explain the meaning of common idiom:s.

What's Included:
* PowerPoint Lesson (Monday)
* Practice Printable (Tuesday)
* 30 Task Cards (Wednesday)
» Sketch Notes (Thursday)
* Assessment (Friday)
* BONUS: Interactive Notebook Activity

NOTE: This resource was written based on fourth-grade content standards.
However, none of the student materials are labeled with a grade level. This
will allow teachers to use this resource across grade levels.

Need grammar units for the entire school year?
Click here for my Fourth Grade Grammar Bundie!

Questions, commentse Feel free to email me anytime. | would love to hear
from youl

Melissa Tallman
info@teacherthrive.com
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POWERPOINT LESSON

i = E 75 01 Idioms

Design Transitions Animations Slide Show Review  View
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“Burn the candle
at both ends”

Meaning: Working y 2 01 dioms

gn Transitions Animations Slide Show Review  View

very hard without
rest; Working late B
into the night and '
beginning again E | eee
early in the morning

“IDIQME
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o ’ -~ “Not my cup of tea”

=nNotes WEComments (BN 22 =

Meaning: Not
what one likes or
is interested in
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‘ Head in the sana -

- Meaning: Unwilling to recognize or
— R Iacknowledge a problem or situation
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“Head In the sand*

DIOMS 1

"Head In the sand"
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| N, =8¢ “Bark up the
wrong tree”

Meaning: To ask the
~wrong person; to follow
| the wrong course
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“Cold

© 2018 wnw.Teacher Thive.com

slide 40 0f 101 English (United States) =Notes MEComments ON 25 & — =

+ 106% [

© 2018 www.TeacherThrive.com



PRACTICE PRINTABLE & ASSESSMENT
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Adime a dozen Something thatis common and ‘easy fo get; not special R EFE R E N c E
A T e e e e S Tl

v
Ap| P

Ant
‘o
Baij Inthe dog house To be in frouble with someone; someone is upset with
you
Berc‘ Keep your head above water To barely keep up with your work
4 Let of f the hook To be released from blame; to be freed from a difficult
Bré situation
Bra Monkey business Silliness; dishonest tricks
) Needle in a haystack An item that is very hard or impossible to locate
Bur Not my cup of fea Not what one likes or is interested in

I On the ball To be alert and deal with things quickly and intelligently
Cal On the fence Undecided about something

4 Open a can of worms To do something that will cause a lot of problems

coll and be very difficult |
Out of the blue Without warning; unexpected|

q
Cosd Over the moon To be extremely happy

; Put a sock init To tell someone to stop talking Name: Date:
c Race against time An attempt to accomplish

ot - . "

d gmount of time; in a hurry To make a dfeodlm
Dov Raining cats and dogs To rain very heavily Idioms are commonly used expressions that mean something different
Dreé Reach for the stars Work to accomplish very frop= H =t !

Seeing red To be really angry

| Spill the beans To accidentally reveal secret in

Fof Spring chicken A young person Dire Name: Date:
Fod Straight from the horse’s mouth From a dir TN
I a dependabile, reliable source ( L U\
Har Swept of my feet When someone causes yol ( Directions: Use what you know about idioms to complete the tasks below.
{ very quickly 1. It's difficult to trust a person who...
Hed The lion's share The largest portion of somethit 2.A ®is walking on air. © is on the ball
s Tightten your belt To spend less money { is the apple of ‘our eye © always spills f‘he beans
Hit Time flies Time passes quickly ( PP Y ve. ¥S $P! ’
Holl Walk on air A state of extreme happiness s.If 2. What is a good way to with someone you don’t know?2
In! Wolf in sheep’s clothing A person with a pleas : ® open a can of worms © reach for the stars
In| appearance that hides the fact that they are E break the ice ®race against time
- 3. Getting can lead to bigger and better opportunities.
4.1f @ in the dog house © your foot in the door
( cold feet © ants in your pants
( . " . .
4. A person who is struggling to keep up with work is...
5.W ® a couch potato. © swept of his feet.
( a hard nut to crack. O keeping her head above water.

©2018 www.TeacherThrive.com | (
5. A person telling you secret information might first say,...

6.Y¢ ® “A little bird told me,...” © “spill the beans,...”
( “Cat got your tfongue,...” © “Time flies,...”
{ 6. Emergency responders, like the police, should help people...
7.1f ® burning the candle at both ends. © are wolves in sheeps’ clothing.
( at the drop of a hat. © with their heads in the sand.
( 7. My mom always said, "If you don't have anything nice to say,...
SRR P T 8. B ® hold your horses.” © put asockinit.”

PR A CTl C E ( tighten your belt.” Obreak aleg.”
( 8.1 spent years , but now | am on the right track.
9.1f ® bending over backwards © foaming at the mouth
P ( hitting the road © barking up the wrong tree
f 9.1 don’t have time to read the book. Could you tell me what it’s about...
A SS ESSM E ®in deep water? © in a nutshell?

® out of the blue? ©® over the moon?

10. 1 am still . I need more time to think over my descison.
® on the fence © a spring chicken
down in the dumps O seeing red
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20 TASK CARDS

Student
recording
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SKETCH NOTES

TEACHING NOTES:
Students willwrite the
definition of anidiom to
the right of the title.
This definition can be a
modified version of the
one from the
PowerPoint, or students
can write a definition in
their own words.

Students will select four
idioms from their
“Common ldioms” list to
define, use in context,
and illustrate.

Since there is only room
for four idioms, you
may want to print this
page on two sides of a
piece of paper; this will
allow students to make
hotes on eight idioms.

BRAMMAR SKETCH NOVES

| recommend that you provide time for studenti . 11257 et
doodle notes to each other. Depending on wha
allows for, presenting can be dohe in small grou®
class. These presentations will provide student('#\ N

exposure to the various idioms and how they at?! | . ..o o e

common expressions that
mean sometning different
from their literal meaning

R
"A viece of cake' | MEANING |[DOODLE A
MRS =)
A very easy fask

Tying my shoe is a plece of cake %_,

gD —
"N dime o dozen JMEANING

Fast food restaurants
are a dime a dozen.

t/z-ry common; easy fo get

DIOM—
‘In the dog house”

MEANING

To be In frouble with someone
IF1 dont finish my chores,
I will be in the dog house

g0 ——
"Not My cup of T{;()“'J MEANING |(DOODLE

Something that one does nof ke
| ke candy, but black licorice
is not my cup of fea.
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BONUS: INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK ACTIVITY

1 1  emllls

An idiom is an expression that doesn't literally mean what the words say.
IDIOM MEANING

“It's a piece of cake. Something is easy fo do
‘It costs an arm and a leg” ¥ It's very expensive.
“Don't spill the beans” “" Don't revedl a secret.

An idiom is an expression that doesn't literally mean what the words say.

IDIOM MEANING

‘It's a piece of cake.”
‘It costs an arm and a le
“‘Don’t spill the beans.”

Something is easy to do.
It's very expensive.
Don't reveal a secret.

T love basketball, 50 when Jaj@wki
e _do do do the game T saia “yes'at |
e dvob of q hat 1

6ot o Txh L0 % vt

Anidiom is an expression
that doesn't literally mean
what the words say.

“It's a piece of coke
i ‘It costs an arm ond o leg”
— *Don't spill the beans*

Something is easy fo do.
It's very expensive
Don't revedl a secret.

i 7
— |5~A+ the drop of o hat* /> ‘A/*MUT”:?;?I@;K*D*'OW-
5 - ‘A taste of your Some:'hng rcppenih'o%‘m, 7]
5 or is o you, that yoi
Sl ecicine < have done 1o someone ole §]|-

A\Wo do or say something
[ Hit the nail on the head. } exactly right

\ 7
E \Roomeone he d his/h
i o “You missed the boat” S rz?%ﬁieﬁ?ﬁ:m% o)

You connot judge
something or Someone
based on what it looks like.

|
!

[ “You can't judge a
s 4| book by its cover”

- E “Balls in your court? >

It is up to you fo make
the next decision or step |-

© 2018 www.TeacherThrive.com



\' “ 6,7[ Helping teachers thrive, not just survive, in education

Wmv@ 2c600

www.TeacherThnve.com
VOCABULARY RESOURCES

g,
.,’7' é

= l'liT TO
THE ROOT
OF IT! sou!

Practice
Printables
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