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WHY TEACH GREEK AND LATIN ROOTS?

Almost 70% of the English language is derived from Latin and Greek languages.  
When students learn these “building blocks” it becomes easy for them to recognize 
and decode unfamiliar words that are related to a known root. It is also increasingly 
important to explicitly teach students the meanings of Greek and Latin roots as they 
encounter the very technical vocabulary found in science and other content 
areas.

Now you can easily present these essential components of English with the use of 
engaging and visually stunning PowerPoint presentations!

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THIS RESOURCE?

This resource is an extensive collection of 20 different PowerPoint presentations, 
each one covering three different roots.  Each presentation includes ten high-utility 
words, one word per slide.  Each slide includes: a clear, concise definition, the word 
used in context, and a carefully selected image that will further emphasize the 
meaning and application of the word.  

These PowerPoints are an effective stand-alone resource for your classroom.  
However, if you are looking to extend and deepen your students’ vocabulary skills, 
then check out my Get to the Root of It! {Book 2}. The units within these books are 
perfectly aligned to the PowerPoints within this resource.  

Don’t have PowerPoint? These PowerPoints are compatible with Google Slides. PDF 
versions are also included.

Questions or comments? Please email me at info@teacherthrive.com

Thank you for your purchase,
Melissa Tallman

© Copyright 2014 M. Tallman. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy 
pages specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or 
licensee. The reproduction of any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. 
Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a 
personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it possible for an 
Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, free of charge, 
and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

https://teacherthrive.com/RootBook2
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Unit 1: 
The Good with the Bad 

(bene/bon, mal, dys) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  benefit 
2.  benevolent 
3.  benign 
4.  bona fide 
5.  malice 
6.  malign 
7.  malcontent 
8.  malfunction 
9.  dysfunction 
10. dysentery 

Unit 2: 
We Are Family 

(pater/patri, 
mater/matri, gen) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  patriarch 
2.  patriarchal 
3.  patrician 
4. maternal 
5.  matron 
6.  matriarchy 
7.  generate 
8.  congenial 
9.  generation 
10. genetic 

Unit 3: 
Earth, Wind, & Fire 

(geo, aer, pyr) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  geography 
2.  geode 
3.  geothermal 
4.  aerial 
5.  aerodynamic 
6.  aerobic 
7.  aerate 
8.  pyrotechnics 
9.  pyromania 
10. pyroclastic 

Unit 4: 
A Matter of Life & Death 

(viv/vit, mort, nat) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  revive 
2.  vivacious 
3.  vital 
4. mortal 
5.  mortify 
6.  mortuary 
7.  mortality 
8.  innate 
9.  nationality 
10. native 

Unit 5: 
Head to Toe 

(cap/cipit, manu, ped) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  captivate 
2.  precipitation 
3.  capitulate 
4.  manual 
5.  manipulate 
6.  manuscript 
7.  maneuver 
8.  pedestrian 
9.  impede 
10.  pedestal 

Unit 6: 
From Beginning to End 

(init, fin, term) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  initial 
2.  initiative 
3.  initiate 
4.  finale 
5.  confine 
6.  finite 
7.  infinitesimal 
8.  terminate 
9.  terminal 
10.  terminology 

Unit 7: 
Look, But Don’t Touch 

(spec, scope, tang/tact) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  speculate 
2.  spectator 
3.  spectacle 
4.  kaleidoscope 
5.  microscopic 
6.  horoscope 
7.  tangible 
8.  contagious 
9.  contiguous 
10.  tactile 

Unit 8: 
If You Build It… 

(form, struct, migr) 
Un

it 
W

or
ds

 

1.  conform 
2.  formation 
3.  reform 
4.  formative 
5.  construe 
6.  obstruct 
7.  constructive 
8.  emigrate 
9.  immigrant 
10.  migratory 
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Unit 9: 
Any Questions? 

(rog, quer/ques, quir/quis) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  interrogate 
2.  arrogant 
3.  prerogative 
4.  questionable 
5.  inquest 
6.  conquest 
7.  querulous 
8.  acquire 
9.  exquisite 
10.  inquisition 

Unit 10: 
Carry On! 

(gest, port, miss/mitt) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  ingest 
2.  gesture 
3.  gestation 
4.  transport 
5.  export 
6.  portfolio 
7.  transmit 
8.  missive 
9.  remittance 
10.  emissary 

Unit 11: 
Throw and Catch 

(ject/jet, cept,  
ceipt/ceit/ceiv) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  projectile 
2.  conjecture 
3.  trajectory 
4.  concept 
5.  intercept 
6.  receptive 
7.  perceptive 
8.  receipt 
9.  conceit 
10.  deceive 

Unit 12: 
A Place for Everything 

(par, ord/ordin, pos) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  parade 
2.  irreparable 
3.  subordinate 
4.  ordinance 
5.  coordinate 
6.  inordinate 
7.  expose 
8.  juxtapose 
9.  posture 
10.  repository 

6

Unit 13: 
You Better Work! 
(labor, oper, techni) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  collaborator 
2.  laborious 
3.  elaborate 
4.  belabor 
5.  cooperative 
6.  inoperable 
7.  operative 
8.  technique 
9.  technician 
10.  technicality 

Unit 14: 
We Need to Talk 

(log/loqu, ora, test) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  dialogue 
2.  eloquent 
3.  loquacious 
4.  neologism 
5.  orator 
6.  oracle 
7.  orifice 
8.  attest 
9.  testament 
10.  detest 

Unit 15: 
More Power to You 
(dyna, fort, poten) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  dynasty 
2.  dynamo 
3.  dynamic 
4.  fortress 
5.  fortify 
6.  forte 
7.  fortitude 
8.  potential 
9.  omnipotent 
10.  potent 

Unit 16: 
Twists and Turns 

(rot, tort, vers/vert) 
Un

it 
W

or
ds

 

1.  rotund 
2.  rotary 
3.  extort 
4.  distort 
5.  tortuous 
6.  retort 
7.  adversary 
8.  controversial 
9.  introvert 
10.  adversity 
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Unit 17: 
Bend Before You Break 

(flect/flex, rupt, 
frag/fract) 

Un
it 

W
or

ds
 

1.  rupture 
2.  abrupt 
3.  corrupt 
4.  reflex 
5.  deflect 
6.  reflective 
7.  fracture 
8.  fragment 
9.  faction 
10.  infraction 

Unit 18: 
Stand and Conquer 
(sist, stat, vinc/vict) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  consistent 
2.  persistence 
3.  insist 
4.  status 
5.  stature 
6.  static 
7.  stationary 
8.  victor 
9.  conviction 
10.  province 

Unit 19: 
We the People… 
(dem, pop, greg) 

Un
it 

W
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1.  democracy 
2.  demographic 
3.  epidemic 
4.  population 
5.  popular 
6.  populist 
7.  congregate 
8.  gregarious 
9.  segregate 
10.  egregious 

Unit 20: 
Get in the Know 
(intel, not, sens) 

Un
it 

W
or
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1.  intellectual 
2.  intelligible 
3.  notice 
4.  notorious 
5.  annotate 
6.  connotation 
7.  consensus 
8.  sensational 
9.  sensible 
10.  sentiment 
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Preview
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Preview



(v) - to be the same as 
or similar to something; 
to obey/agree with 
something; to do what 
other people do or 
behave in a way that 
is accepted by most 
people 

Many teenagers feel pressure from 
their peers to conform and fit in. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(n) - something 
that is formed or 
created; an orderly 
arrangement or 
group of people, 
ships, or airplanes 

The soldiers marched in 
formation down the street. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(v) - to improve 
someone or 
something by 
removing or 
correcting faults, 
problems, etc. 

We need to reform many of the old 
laws that no longer apply today. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(adj) - used to 
describe the time 
when someone or 
something is growing 
or being formed 

During his formative 
years, Mark lived in 
China with his parents, 
a valuable experience 
that he says shaped 
who he is today. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(v) - to understand an 
action, event, remark, 
etc. in a particular 
way; to understand the 
meaning of a word, 
phrase, or sentence 

Please do not construe my eagerness 
to begin the project as being bossy. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(n) - to slow or block 
the movement, 
progress, or action of 
something or 
someone; to be in 
front of something, 
which makes is 
difficult to see 

They will remove the fallen tree from the 
road so that it doesn’t obstruct traffic. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(adj) - helping to 
develop or improve 
something; helpful to 
someone instead of 
upsetting and 
negative 

After the game our coach gave us 
some constructive feedback that 
will help us do better next time. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(v) - to leave 
a country or 
region to live 
elsewhere 

After years of war in Europe, my grandfather 
decided to emigrate to Canada. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(n) - a person 
who comes to 
a country to 
live there 

Many immigrants came from Europe to 
North America in search of a better life. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



(adj) - moving from 
one place to 
another at different 
times of the year; 
migrating regularly 

Blue Whales are a migratory species, 
traveling towards the equator every winter. 

taco tico sbr miafozzle

Preview



VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES

Helping teachers thrive, not just survive, in education

www.TeacherThrive.com

TEACHER
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