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Word analogies are one of the most effective ways to build vocabulary while 
simultaneously developing critical thinking skills. Unlike vocabulary activities that 
require students to memorize word definitions, word analogies develop a deep 
understanding of a word meaning by exploring the relationships between words. 
When students form logical connections between words, they create a mental 
network of ideas, which deepens understanding and increases retention. While 
solving word analogies, students are contextualizing the words as they search for 
word relationships.

When students work with analogies, they...

This resource is PACKED with materials that will allow you to effectively use word 
analogies with your students. You will be provided with tools to break down word 
analogies in a scaffolded manner so that your students are successful from the very 
beginning.  There are several versions of the materials included which will allow you 
to perfectly differentiate to meet the needs of your students.

•

•

•

•
•

•

Instructional PowerPoint: To be used for introducing word analogies and 
strategies to solve them
150 word analogies: These have been expertly crafted using Tier Two words. 
Tier Two words for this level are approximately at a fourth-grade level. Note: 
There are no grade level labels (you will only see “Level 4”) on these materials, 
which means you can use them with any grade. These word analogies are 
organized in 15 sets of 10 (10 analogies per set).
Leveled Printables: The included printables are provided in four different 
formats to allow you to deliver the exact level of support your students need.
Task Cards: The analogies are also provided in task card format.
Google Classroom Version: Each of the 15 sets is available as a Google Form 
quiz for those teachers using Google Classroom/Google Drive.
Teaching Notes: Tips, tricks, and instructional rationale are provided for every 
component.

•
•
•
•
•
•

expand and deepen their vocabulary.
understand the relationships between ideas and words.
recognize and understand multiple-meaning words.
think critically and apply logical reasoning.
learn to decipher word meanings based on context.
build a network of understanding that improves retention and aids future learning.

Why should I use word analogies with my students?

What is included in this resource?
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14-slide PowerPoint thoroughly explains 
word analogies and teaches students 
how to solve them

Instructional PowerPoint
resource overview
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This format offers students the most support and is perfect 
for beginners or struggling students. Key-words bridge sentences and 
answer bridge sentence frames are provided to assist students.

Four Different Versions of Student Printables.
resource overview

VERSION 1

Bridge sentences for the 
key words are provided.

Bridge 
sentence 
frames for the 
answers are 
provided.

1There are 15 
sets of 
printables, and 
each set 
contains 10 
di�erent types 
of analogies.

“Other” types of analogies express a variety of relationships and allow 
students to stretch their thinking beyond the seven common types of 
analogies. Each set includes three of these “other” types of analogies.
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This format offers less support than Version 1 by only 
providing the bridge sentence for the key words.  Students will write their 
own answer bridge sentences.

Four Different Versions of Student Printables.
resource overview

VERSION 2

Students will identify or explain the type 
of relationship between the  words.

To smoothly transition 
students from Version 1 
and Version 2, you can 
combine both. Print page 
one of Version 1 
(problems 1-5) on one 
side of the paper, and 
then print page two of 
Version 2 (problems 6-10) 
on the reverse side. 

Bridge sentences for the 
key words are provided.

Students can 
then write a 
bridge sentence 
for the answer.
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This format offers less support than Versions 1 and 2. It is 
best for students who have some experience with analogies. Students will 
write their own key-words bridge sentences and answer bridge sentences.

Four Different Versions of Student Printables.
resource overview

VERSION 3

Space is provided for 
students to write 
their own Key-words 
bridge sentences.

Students will identify or explain the type 
of relationship between the  words.

Students can 
then write a 
bridge sentence 
for the answer.

To smoothly transition 
students from Version 2 
to Version 3, you can 
combine both. Print page 
one of Version 2 
(problems 1-5) on one 
side of the paper, and 
then print page two of 
Version 3 (problems 6-10) 
on the reverse side. 
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This format the least supportive and is best for students 
who have experience with analogies. There is no space for writing bridge 
sentences so all 10 analogies fit on a single page.

Four Different Versions of Student Printables.
resource overview

VERSION 4

Students will identify or explain the type 
of relationship between the  words.
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The 150 analogies are also provided in task 

card format. There are 15 sets of task cards, and each set contains 10 
different analogies.

resource overview
TASK CARD FORMAT

An answer sheet is 
included so students can 
record their answers.
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Do you prefer paperless resources? All 15 

analogy sets are provided in a digital version for you to use with Google 
Classroom or Google Drive.  You will receive 15 “force copy” links that will 
take you to the Google sheets files. Once you have these files, you can 
access the Live Forms (the quizzes) and assign them your students. 
Google will do the grading for you!  

resource overview
GOOGLE FORM QUIZ

Step-by-step 
instructions are 
included for 
accessing the Google 
Forms Quizzes.
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tips for implementation

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Use the included PowerPoint to introduce word analogies to your students. You may 
want to have your students write their own bridge sentences for slide 4, before 
showing them the examples that are provided.

Since the key words in an analogy can be transposed (KNIFE : CUT or CUT : KNIFE), 
students must also be taught how to write a “reverse” bridge sentence.  Slide 5 of 
the PowerPoints provides examples. This may be something you want your students 
to practice as well.

Bridge sentences allow the students to provide context to the words in order to 
determine their relationship. They do not need to be “perfect” sentences, and it is 
okay if they sound a bit awkward (e.g. A characteristic of the sun is that it is hot). 

Bridge sentences can vary. 
The function of a knife is to cut.  -and-   A knife is used to cut. 

Both of the preceding sentences are acceptable as they express the same 
relationship.

If two answers seem correct in an analogy, that is a signal that the bridge sentence 
used to solve it may need to be tweaked a bit. This will often be the case when the 
relationship between the key words is a little more complex than originally 
perceived.  Remind students that they are looking for the “best” match and to 
revisit their key-word bridge sentence.

Each set of analogies consist of 10 analogies. Seven of these analogies are based 
on the seven different types outlined in the PowerPoint (Antonym/Synonym, 
Characteristic, Degree, Lack/Without, Type/Kind, Part/Whole, and 
Function/Purpose). 

The remaining three analogies in each set are categorized as “other.” These 
analogies express a variety of other relationships and allow students to stretch their 
thinking beyond the seven common types of analogies. Some examples of “other” 
relationships are homophones, spelling and grammar, cause and effect, sound and 
actions, places… etc. Slide 14 provides a few examples of such analogies.  

To smoothly transition students from Version 1 to Version 2 of the printables, you can 
combine both. Print page one of Version 1 (problems 1-5) on one side of the paper, 
and then print page two of Version 2 (problems 6-10) on the reverse side. You can 
also do this when transitioning students from Version 2 to Version 3.

Provide students with opportunities to discuss and explain the various relationships 
between words within the analogies, like what you see on slide 6 of the PowerPoint. 
When students discuss why and why not certain word pairs match the key words, 
they are contextualizing the words in a meaningful way. 
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Once students have been introduced to the seven types of analogies, they can use 
this mini-book as a reference resource. Students can keep these handy when 
working on their analogies.

Mini-book 
printable is on the 
following page. 
The students will 
cut on the dotted 
lines and fold on 
the gray lines.

types of word analogies mini-book
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