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Introduction

One of my favorite ways to wrap up a novel study is 0 show the students the movie version of the
book we just read. The students are SO excited to watch the movie, but | will admit, | have an
ulterior motive (and it's not having a 1 hour break from teaching while the st
movie-though, that's kind of nice t00;-). The teacher in me secretly loves how Vi version
often leaves even my reluctant readers with an all new appreciation for litevature. ACe it, even
the most impressive movies can't compare to the craft of an author matched with
imagination.

Well after years of showing the movie version of a novel, my classro
discussion eventually became an engaging writing project where students wers step-by-step
through the writing process of a compare-and-contrast/opinio pe You enjoy using this
resource and find it just as useful in your classroom as it h e.

How | orgqnizeg

* | broke this unit down into Il different lessons. E ¢ about 45 minutes +o an
hour, but that can differ greatly depending on the d lear vels of your students.

* |'would say to give your class at least Z weeks to co the entire e55ay; in 5™ grade | spent
about 3 weeks, which allowed me time to co Kuals throughout the process.
Middie: school students could probably com
experience with thesis statement and gengl o550y organization. 0F course, you know your
students best, 50 | feel free to omit g 2550N5 45 NECOS5AYY.

* Most less0ns come with a redl stud , Scott 0Dell's |sland of the Blug Dolphins. |
ch05 10 use an lsland of the Blug 1 g o this book is typically read in 4™ grade and

for showing students the pgPssion of writing through the different lessons and activities.
57 Please email me at GotToTeach@icloud.com
u for your purchase,

elissa Tallman
w.+&ach&rsmy+&ach&rs.com/S’rore//Go+-To-T&mch

© Copyright 203 ™
student or teacher use

reserved. Permission is granted to copy pages specifically designed for

Wl purchaser or licensee. The reproduction of any other part of this product is
strictly prohibited. Copying any 5 product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a personal/
classroom website) is strictly forbida® Doing 50 makes it possivle for an Internet search o make the document
available on the Internet, free of charge, and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMOA).



Ob]&cﬂv&(e} Students will collect evidence that
demonstrates how the ook and the movie are
both different and alike.

Materials/Sugplies:

Lesson |

Using the Venn Diagram

* K copy of the "Book Vs Movie Essay: Venn
Diagram™ planning page for each student

* A copy of the movie version of a novel that
your students have read.

Procedures:
I

Prior to watching the movie, make sure that ¢
planning page.

Instruct students that as they watch the movie th
differences on the Nenn diagram. Make
writing complete sentences. The infor
more room, they can use the back of thal

copy of the Venn dmgmm

+0 record any similarities and

recorded. Students can first sha
discussion with the class. During

oups. then you can lead a whole group
cussion, students can share evidence

“pair/small-group sharing” 4 ' . ¢ sharing/discussion, students can add
information to their Ven
y 0 have a lot of information organized in their Nenn diagrams.
gation might be less or more important to focus on. Many
pnute that it might be difficult for students o expand
. identify significant similarities and differences that
can ol | udents can “star" these boarder differences and similarities.

=P See the studt

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Objective(s): Students will understand the significant
similarities and differences between and book and
movie, and use this information to support their
opinion on which version is better. Students will also
infer why film makers change elements of a story
Wwhen creating a movie.

Materials/Supplies:

Lesson 2

Getting Started: Compare and Contrast

* A copy of the "Getting Started: Compare and
Contrast” planning page for each student

* The students' completed "Book Vs Movie Essgy:
Nenn Diagram® planning page from Lesson |. & .

Procedures:
I

rom Lesson |, have students

g Starte page. The differences and
ynificant ones that can be expanded upon in a
octing these examples from their Venn
he foundation of the students' e55ays, if
have a very difficult time writing their

. should aim for 2-3 differences and |-2
portant for completing the planning page in Lesson 3.
important for students when writing their conclusions. The

an opinion of the: which version they like better and why

t5 Wil need to support their responses with evidence

Using the information they collected on
complete the top portion of the "Gettin
similarities chosen for this section g
meaningful way. Guide your stude
diagrams. This section is importd

similarities. This section
The next two sections
purpose i5 10 gf

Adlow +igag FRNAre their re5ponses on this planning page with each other and

=P See the studt

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Objective(s): Students will understand the basic structure
of a 9-paragraph compare-and-contrast e5say.

Students will thoose 3 main points to make up the body
of their es5ay5

Lesson 3

Pre-Writing: Thinking About an Essay

Materials/Sugplies:
* A copy of the "Pre-Writing: Thinking About an
Essay” planning page for each student
* The students' completed “Getting Started: Compare
and Gontrast” planning page from Lesson 2.

Procedures:
I

Review the organization of the "Pre-Writ] ith the students. Point out the
individual sections for the Introductory and the Concluding Paragraph.

Have students complete the Bod
differences and | similarity for
significant and broad examples._T!
paragraphs of the body of
The Goncluding Paragragh
planning page. This infg
statements ig
Title: Like o «
written : n+9 canseate a working title at this point at the top of the page.
v the final draft.

ning page. Students need 10 choose 2
phasize that these should be 3

ON 15 ms&o\ on the information from the students' "Pre- thng"
On Will be helpful when students need 1o revisit their thesis

=P See the studt

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Lesson H
The “Meat”: Writing the Body of Your Essay

Objective(s): Students will map-out the body of their
6554Y5, suppor’ring their 3 &xampl% with details
from the text and/or movie.

Materials/Sugplies:
* K copy of "The Meat" Writing the Body of Your
Essay” planning page for each student
* The students' completed copy of the "Pre-
Writing: Thinking About an Essay” planning page

from Lesson 3

Procedures:
| Review the organization of the “The Mealg
to a paragraph and how each paragragh is
similari+y), 5 details, and | closing sentel

2. Have students transter the 3 examg
topic sentences of this new plann
3. Students can then use their previt
"details” of these paragraphs.
4. Students can add relevant

int out how each section connects
sentence (difference or

y "Pre-Writing" planning page (Lesson 3) o the
(Venn o\iagmm etc) to compl&‘r@ the

ansitions in the "cloeing" sections.

=P See the stu

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Lesson 5
Essential Component: Writing a Thesis Statement

Objective(s): Students understand the components

(Claim + Reason) of a complete and clear thesis

statement.
Materials/Sugplies:
q tatement, which are both &xplain&d
9e.

* K copy of "Essential Component: Writing a
Thesis Statement” planning page for each
student

Procedures:
. Have students discuss the meaning and p
on the top sections of the "Essential Co

2. o over the "How do you write a thesis
3. Have students apply the thesis “eq

ment?" section.

"Give it a tryl" section.

their body outlines) on the back of their
planning pages. The students alre [ toments (Whether they are aware of it or
not); their theses are their opinion was better, which is reflected in the body
of their e55ay5. This i5 no | ormal thesis that will be used in their
introductory paragraphs.

because, Re, 8 %k Students can underling the "Claim" once, circle the
word "beca i > "Reason.”



Objective(s): Students will understand the
importance of a "nook” and how to write one.
Students will write an introductory paragragh that
previews the body of their e5says.

Materials/Sugplies:

Lesson 6

First Impressions: Writing the Introduction fo Your Essay

A copy of “Get ‘em HOOKED: Capture Nour
Reader's Interest” planning page for each

student

P copy of "First Impressions: Writing the

Introduction to Your Essay” planning page for

each student ‘

Students' completed copies of “The Meat" \

Writing the Body of Nour Essay” planning page
Students' completed copies of "Essential
Gomponent: Writing a Thesis Statement”
planning page

Procedures:
| Go over the "D0s" and "DON'TS" on pre55ions” planning page With the students
2. Students can transfer their the S Lo550n 5 to the "First Impressions” page.

It's important that students’ the
bodies.

Take some time 10 9o over . d discuss With students the importance and
ways of writing a "nook.”
Once students have the,

supported by the examples outlined in their

gt +h&y are not m&r&ly copying these sentences down
erent way (young&r or less &xp&ri&nc&o\ writers will find

Students cd Xne “D05" and "DON'TS" to peer edit each other's introductions.

=P See the studt

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Lesson 7

It's a Wrap!l: Writing a Concluding Paragraph

Y/

Ob'|&c+iv0§6)= Students wil plan Qq concluo\ing yamgmph
that recaps the main poim-s of their 0550Y5 ina
fresh and in’r&r%’ring way.

Materials/Sugplies:

* K copy of "It's a Wrapk Writing a Concluding
Paragragh” planning page for each student

* Students' completed copies of “Getting Started
Compare and Contrast” planning page

* Students' completed copies of the "Pre-Writing
Thinking About an Essay" planning page

* Students' completed copies of “The Meat* ‘
Writing the Body of Nour E55ay” planning page

Procedures:
.. Have students review the bottom portio
that ask "Which version did you like best” and "Why
when making a movie?" A well-writ

be discussed, but that is still on t
incorporate into their conclusion.

way. a5 opposed to simply rewriti

2. Have students complete the,

hose oneg of these two +0Fi06 to

ples, and Closing of s a me."

=P See the stu

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.

and "Pr&—Wriﬂng"; the sections
akevs chang& the events of a book
a1 appli% the thesis in a way that has y&+ to

em 10 re/phm% their thesis in a fresh



Objective(s): Students will become familiar with
grading expectations for the e5say.

Lesson 8

Communicating Grading Expectations

Materials/Supplies:
* K copy of the “Movie Vs. Book Rubric" for

* A copy of the "Elements of a %' Eeeay"

Procedures:
I

each student

page for each student

Now that students have a well-establish he e55ay format, it's a 4ood idea
to communicate your expectations of them before they write their first drafts. Provide a
copy of the "Movie V5. Book Rubricg ent. Have the students pair up and read over
the rubric with each other.
After students have shared in p
“Which descriptors stand out or 5
unclear?", etc.

Use the Island of the Blug

-group overview of the rubric. Aok them:
ant?", "Which ones don't make sense or are

NS writing sample and have students give feedback on the
btudents love “playing teacher” and grading other students’ work.
i 5cores With verbiage from the rubric (¢4, | would give this

poper a4 conclusion is really just a summary of the essay," or
“This pape, on because | can clearly identify the 3 main points that
make

The ¢ Essay” i a simplified version of the rubric and is more “student-
friendly.” STIN Y Us¢ this as a checklist when writing their first drafts.

=P See the final MGt for Island of the Blue Dalphing,



Objective(s): Students will consolidate all of their
work on ong page to make their first official draft.
During this time, students will refing their writing and
make changes as Necessary.

Materials/Sugplies:

Lesson 9

Putting it All Together: First Draft

* A copy of "Putting it All Together: First Draft"

* Students' completed copies "First Impressions”
planning page

* Students' completed copies of the “it's a Wraglh
planning page .

Procedures:
I

planning page for each student (double-sided).

The students will now compl&’r& "Pu’r’ring
plann‘mg poges. Remind students that H
pr&vioue pages on t0 this page. Thigd

their previously completed

¢y shou blindly copy their work from the
pr students 10 "tweak” and improve the work

. add transitions, replace overused words,
25 Yedlly shows the students how the

g it Al Together"

transfer their writing to lined paper in
paragraph format. Young 5 experienced students may need this step modeled for
them, a5 a few will write rence | "Detail”, "Closing” etc. Seeing a visual of how this
aragraph £orm (indenting, etc)) will be helpful for many
ferences, you can have the students skip lines 50

¢ and below their writing. This written draft on lined
students use when self and peer editing (or if conferencing with

h

=P See the studt

sample for leland of The Blue Dolphins.



Lesson IO

Self and Peer Editing

Ob'|&c+iv0§6)= Students will use a checklist +o self and
peer edit their papers for content and or@anizaﬂon.

Materials/Supplies:
* Students' first drafts (rough drafts) written on
lined paper
* K copy of the "Self & Peer Editing Checklist" for

each student

Y. They can make whatever
'yes" in 4 der "self."

to trade papers with and complete the check
0Ce55ary changes after the peer editing,
g the "Self & Peer Editing Checklist” or

Procedures:
| First have students complete the checkii
changes necessary 50 that they have a

2. Students can then find (or be assi
list for that student. Allow stude,

3. Nou can now conference with indi
‘Elements of a %" E55ay."



Lesson |l

Time 1o Publish and Assess

(scoring slips)

Procedures:

| The students are now ready to “publis
font, line spacing, etc.).

2. While referring to the rubric, compl

Students can refer to their rubrics

4y5 In Whatever format you prefer (typed,

¥ each of the student e55ays.
ation for a particular score.
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