This resource includes everything you need to teach your students to use a
comma to separate an introductory element (e.g., words, phrases, clauses)
from the rest of a sentence.

What's Included:

* PowerPoint Lesson (Monday)

* Practice Printable (Tuesday)

e 30 Task Cards (Wednesday)

e Sketch Notes (Thursday)

* Assessment (Friday)

* BONUS: Interactive Notebook Activity

NOTE: This resource was written based on fifth-grade content standards.
However, none of the student materials are labeled with a grade level. This
will allow teachers to use this resource across grade levels.

Do you need a unit on a different grammar topic?
CLICK HERE for my Fifth Grade Grammar Bundle!

Questions, commentse Feel free to email me anytime. | would love to hear
from you!

Melissa Tallman
info@teacherthrive.com
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C I-A U S E that contains

both a subject and a predicate.
| ' -CAN stand alone.

& After the movie ended, Sebastian
. ate dinner at the ltalian restaurant.
| & Once the rain begins, the street r
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Where are commas needed?

| & In the spring, we will plant

| strawberries in garden.

2 According to the research,
glaciers are retreating almost
everywhere around the world.

&) Surprisingly, the sugar-free
desserts where delicious.
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PRACTICE PRINTABLE & ASSESSMENT

Name: Date:

Commas are used to separate an introductory element from the rest of
the sentence. An introductory element is a word, phrase, or clause that
appears before the main clause of a sentence.
word: Coincidentally, Ron and Bill have the same last name.
r mdinclause

phrase: Sometime afte

clause: If Rolando like Name: Date:

Directions: Add commas a
Identify if the infroductory ¢

. pnrase— Directions: Add commas to separate the intfroductory elements in each
While visiting P

sentence. Identify if the introductory elements are phrases or clauses.

1.In the end Martha decil 1. To get better you will need to rest and drink plenty of water.

2. After a long day at worl
2. Because the heater was broken we bundled up under the blankets.

3. As they say rules are mg

3. Fortunately our plane wasn't delayed from the bad weather.
4. At the ripe old age of s¢

4. Rather than ask for help | was determined to solve the problem myself.
5. Instantly | knew that Cot

) o 5. Once the ice forms the roads become very dangerous.
6. While the painting looke :

Directions: Write sentence: Directions: Select the sen PR A CT‘ c E ctly.
7. Luckily

6. @ After, winter we are

(B After winter we are PR l NTA BLE
© After winter, we are
8. When | was younger

7. ® Although it was late K

® Although, it was lat N
9. During summer vacatior © Although it was late A SS ESSM E T
ot

8. @ Remarkably, Ken fiJ
Remarkably Ken finucu e iuce, wiin a oroken root.
© Remarkably Ken finished, the race with a broken foof.

9. A Instead, of packing a lunch | will buy a lunch from the cafeteria.
® Instead of packing a lunch, | will buy a lunch from the cafeteria.
© Instead of packing a lunch | will buy a lunch, from the cafeteria.

10. ® Actudlly a tortoise, can live up to 150 years!
® Actudlly a tortfoise can live, up to 150 years!

© Actuadlly, a tortoise can live up to 150 years!
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SKETCH NOTES
BRANMMAR SKETCH NOTES

TEACHING NOTES:
Use the sample page to
the right to guide

students’ hote-taking.

At the top of the page,
the students will write
the definition and
function of introductory
elements.

On the left-hand side,
students will write the
definitions for aword, a
phrase, and & clause.

There is @ sample
sentence for each type of
series. Students will add
the comma and underline
introductory elements
(word, phrase, clause).

Students will then write
their own sentences with
arespective introductory
element.

commas.

0

A
VAL )
BNER® - ] y J’—_\_J“_/' J=
INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS
Infroductory elements are words, phrases or clauses
that appear before the main clause of fhe senfence

Place a comma aftfer infroductory elements. The comma
~Jsignals o your reader that the main clauses will follow.

WORD +Unfortunately,the city
A cingle word; offen had to cancel the parade
adverbs, but can also be \onceitstarted to rain.
adjectives, interjections, or /Luckiy, Raquel had an
verbs umbrella in the frunk of
_Ner_oar.

T =

PHRASE +To stay in shape for the &Rm
A group of words that Olympics,the athletes N
confaine a cubject or o \Musttrainevery day. D

predicate, but not both
-CANNGT stand alone

/Betore the electon, Major

N
(Berkley campaigned all overs Q\°
the city. &

T

CLAUSE +After the movieended, /001 o
A group of words that X Sebastian ate dinner at -
contains both a subject the ltalian restaurant. ©
and a predcafe. /Once the rain begins, the §
-CAN stand alone. \)

Students will write “after a... (word, phrase, clo‘ujf‘

streef vendors wil pock up ¢\
their g - &

—
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BONUS: INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK ACTIVITY

: COMMAS & INTRODUCTORY ELEMENTS},

Commas are used to separate infroductory elements from the
independent clause of the sentence.

Introductory elements include:
« subordinate clauses —— Unless you bring a jacket,...
« prepositional phrases  ——> Above the refrigerator, ...
« single words —— However.... Meanwhile,... Finally,...

Because I was late to school 9 T missed the test.

Fn the back of the closet ¢ you will find more blankets. J

While at the wedding | ¢ Joon fook a lot of pictures.

(Unfor’runofely ol won't be able to attend your party. J

lI?side the car ¢ we stayed warm and dry. J

|IF you enjoyed the book ¢ you will love the movie. J

Frﬂ'\ermore" g heisan honest and kind person. J

|Aﬁ'er I saw the play ¢ ‘I wanted fo become an actor. J

|;ily Q‘N‘Jrhe rmother and her puppies were not adopted. J

e ad

ommas are sed to se|
parate in
ndependent cClause of the senfenrgg
n:r&;i;gfory elements include:
rdinate clauses —» Unless you bring a jacket,

repositio
. n’l) rggl phrases —  Above the refrigerator,

—— However,... Meanwhil

i

\__[Whﬂe at the wedding IJoon took a lot of pictures. I

— | S
e = e}
;__Ifurﬂ\ermore Ehe is an honest and kind person. |7

——+ | Because I was late to school !I missed the fest. lj
I —

| it
I&forfuna‘fely'l won't be able to attend your party. ]*

—
LAH’er I saw the play II wanted fo become an acfor. |

:Enside the cariwe stayed warm and dry. l¥

Tn the back of the closet ' you will find more blankeJr;]*

\, TIf you enjoyed the book! you will love the movie. ‘l

| Sadly l‘H’\e mother and her puppies were not adopted.
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