This resource includes everything you need to teach your students to reduce
sentences by replacing wordy phrases and deleting expletive phrases and
repeated information.

What's Included:

* PowerPoint Lesson (Monday)

* Practice Printable (Tuesday)

e 30 Task Cards (Wednesday)

e Sketch Notes (Thursday)

* Assessment (Friday)

e« BONUS: Interactive Notebook Activity

NOTE: This resource was written based on fifth-grade content standards.
However, none of the student materials are labeled with a grade level. This will
allow teachers to use this resource across grade levels.

Do you need a unit on a different grammar topic?
CLICK HERE for my Fifth Grade Grammar Bundle!

Questions, comments?e Feel free to email me anytime. | would love to hear from
youl!

Melissa Tallman

info@teacherthrive.com
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POWERPOINT LESSON

ma > 78 O1ReducingSentences
Insert  Design  Transitions  Animations  Slide Show  Review  View

=l AP tonces

13 KNGS t = 7} O1ReducingSentences
| ey e Design  Transitions  Animations  Slide Show  Review  View
[R—
Ot taases meten
1 TG ey
[
| REDUCING--.-.--a--o-a-a-a-
|
|
w g e coclecerecoconas
* E:
Slide 13 0f15  English (United States) Z=Notes WEComments NS II [ = e s 113% [ ! ‘
——— | Reduce sentences that are

! unnecessarily long or confusing

| ’ro make them clear and concise.

In the event that is rains, there
st an umbrella that you can
borrow which is in the closet.

ma i 7§ 01ReducingSentences
Design  Transitions  Animations  Slide Show  Review  View

/ If it rains, you can borrow

REPLACE"....'-.P.."-.H = ‘j A Theumbr‘e"afnfhedoset
o ’ You can replace wordy phrases " s oo P NlE S —— 8
: with more concise words.
e Instead of... Use...
- X on the occasion of, / when
* in a situation in which
: it is important that, \/ must, should e
¢ | there is a need for 3
the possibility exists for, / may, can,
) is allowed/able to might, could
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J— An EXPIETiVEIBRFasE is often followed
my d @A and a relative’ pronoun
== (that, which, who). Delete the relafive
_pronouns, as well.

L TS

X IHiE the TEEBHER Who dismisses the class.

YNNG

* | — ' The teacher dismisses the class.

2 ol xtete e
3 ot epeotea mrmoton

X Theresare four BHIEE that you must follow.
v You must follow four rules.
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PRACTICE PRINTABLE & ASSESSMENT

Name: Date:

Reduce sentences that are unnecessarily long and confusing to make
them clear and concise. Three ways to reduce sentences:

1. Replace Wordy Phrases

due to the fact, this is why, regardless of the fact, in reference to,
there is a need for, the possibility exists for, on the occasion of

2. Delete Expletive Phrase

there is, there are, the
*Commonly followed

3. Delete Repeated Inforn

Do not repeat the sat

Directions: Reduce each s¢
Use the check-boxes to ind

Name: Date:

Directions: Reduce each sentence by replacing or deleting information.
Use the check-boxes to indicate what was replaced or deleted.

1.[.,.. . 1
It is important that you "| There is this gymnast that is
and floss your teeth da able to do a back handspring.
ClWordy Phrase [ [JWordy Phrase [Expletive Phrase [IRepeated Information
2. 2
There are many books "| Our teacher holds a weekly raffle
every week on Fridays.
[1Wordy Phrase [ [JWordy Phrase [JExpletive Phrase JRepeated Information
3. .
There is a chance that 3-| It was | who redlized it was possibg
considering the fact th for our dog to escape.ouryard .
[JWordy Phrase [ O Wordy Phrase PR A C‘I’l c E »ated Information
4. . .
On a daily basis, | wake 4.\ In order to stay infor _
work out every day. to politics, | read the PR ' NTA B
[IWordy Phrase [ (JWordy Phrase K :ated Information
5. .
It was my neighbor wh S.[The drought is the rec A SS ESSM E NT
the 4th of July block pd day the lake will evej
[1Wordy Phrase [ [Wordy Phrase | ated Information

lifeguards constantly watching

It is crucial that there are
the swimmers at all times.

O Wordy Phrase [JExpletive Phrase [ORepeated Information

teachers who usually help

Normally there are
me when | am confused.

[JWordy Phrase [JExpletive Phrase [JRepeated Information
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SKETCH NOTES

CIRMAWAR SIEICH NOTES

(I REPLACE"WORDY PHRASES

Instead of...

Use...

the reason for, due to the fact, 4Mbccau76 sinee,

X rwardlcm of the fact, despite the fact [ even vuw almo.ﬂg\
" *Ml’ -

. inr rw’rcrmw fo,_ with regard m c0 nfmﬁ'ng fnes M abc.ﬁ’ - o

B on the occasion of, in a C\’MM. In_which -3[wal hen

It Is_important that, M@re is a_need for + [ must,_should

B the_possibility exsts for, i allowed/able fo + [ may, cm_m‘_g.ﬁf could
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, N |

2 DECETEEXPLETIVE PHRASES [that, which, whal
Expletive phrases: [it/there + to-be verb]

Etrere s B fhere wos
.fﬂ{’}’(’ are @ there were

. velef@ m’ 6 r@\ﬂh”e
S Follow]

_ i ﬂr:xp\cﬁvc phrase.
_ — = AT p— |
3TDECETE REPEATED INFORMATI@N

Buring-hispresidency, President Abraham President Abraham Lincoln
Lincoln worked to-eliminate and abolish slavery. worked to abolish slavery

and concise senfences

Three ways o reduce long, wordy senfences f

fo create clear
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TEACHING NOTES: Use the sample page above to guide students’
hote-taking.

Students will write a general explanation of reducing sentences on the
left-hand side of the page.

The information in sections | and 2 comes directly from the PowerPoint,

so you may want to show the presentation again whlle students
complete these sections of the nhotes.

Section 2 (Expletive Phrases) notes the presence
that commonly follow expletive phrases. Please ho
do not always follow expletive phrases. However, ¢
on the lookout for them as they must also be delet

Sectioh 3: Students will cross out any redundant ii_
text provided and rewrite the reduced sentence. P
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BONUS: INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK ACTIVITY

\REDUCE SENTENCES

A writer can improve long or confusing sentences by reducing
?hem: removing unnecessary material, and reorganizing the
remaining information in a clearer order.

Not only is it important fo fake care of your body it is also
important for you fo not mistreat your body by staying up.
foo late and eating junk food dll of the time. You also need fo
exercise and eat healthy foods.

Important Idea: Important Idea:
Get enough rest Stay active and
and avoid junk food. eat healthy foods.

Reduced Texf:

Take care of your body by getting enough sleep and avoiding
Jjunk food. You should dlso stay active and eat healthy foods.

My grandmother was falking about how she visited o fancy
mansion which was just built that her friend owns and she
said that it was too big and lonely and she would rather live
in a small fort |

- [REDUCE SENTENCES]

—_— ~——— i Awitercanimprove long or confusing sentences by’
reducing them, removing unnecessary material, and
~—i_reorganizing the remaining information in a clearer order.
[ Nor only IS ITImportant 1o Take care of your body it is also 5
_| important for you fo not mistreat your body by staying up
foo late and eating junk food dll of the fime. You dlso need fo

p exercise and eat hedlthy foods
2o ENLRS R S =
ﬁr | Imporfantidea: T Important |
Jucec

Get enough rest Stay active and
and avoid junk food, eat healthy foods.

Reduced Text:
body by getting enough sleep and avoiding
J|d also sta

when something tickles your nose and crying when you are
upset and sweating when you are exercising. The human

= = body is pretty amazing
—_— —/ -
— -'///M

//_)'g

My grandmother was
mansion which was just built that her friend owns and she

[ + Il said that it was too big and lonely and she would rather live
—————/// in a small comfortable home that feels more welcoming,
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