This resource includes everything you need to teach your students to compare
and conftrast a variety of English dialects and registers.

What's Included:

* PowerPoint Lesson (Monday)

* Practice Printable (Tuesday)

e 30 Task Cards (Wednesday)

» Sketch Notes (Thursday)

* Assessment (Friday)

 BONUS: Interactive Notebook Activity

NOTE: This resource was written based on fifth-grade content standards.
However, none of the student materials are labeled with a grade level. This will
allow teachers to use this resource across grade levels.

Do you need a unit on a different grammar topic?
CLICK HERE for my Fifth Grade Grammar Bundle!

Questions, comments? Feel free to email me anytime. | would love to hear from
youl!

Melissa Tallman
info@teacherthrive.com
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| Dialects also change over time.

“That gent did carve a
headeth from the

I
|
‘ round block of marble.”

He carved a head
from the round
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Characteristics

« Serious tone

« Complete sentences

« Correct grammar

« Correct spelling

« Few/no contractions

« No slang/interjections

INFORMAL

Characteristics

» Casual tone

» Incomplete sentences
» Grammatical errors

« Spelling errors (e.g., ur)
« Contains contractions
« Slang/interjections
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Examples
« How are you doing?
« | enjoyed the movie.
* What would you like
for dinner2
« The cost is ten dollars
« Would you like to go
swimming?

Examples
* Hey! What's up?
*» The movie was rad.
* Whatcha want to eat
for dinner?
« It's ten bucks
* Wanna swim?
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PRACTICE PRINTABLE & ASSESSMENT

Name: Date:

Dialects are forms of Ionguoge'JrhoJr are specific to a region, social group,
or period. Authors frequently use dialects in literature. These two dialect
examples are from Elizabeth George Speare’s The Sign of the Beaver.

The lump in Matt’s throat felt as big as the The Indian pointed a hand at his own chest.
watch. This was the finest thing his father had ever “Saknis, family of beaver,” he said. He seemed to

possessed. Lo ot
“I’ll take care of it,” he mana;
“Aye.  knowed you would. N

wind it up too tight.”

Name: Date:

Directions: Answer the que
1. Underline examples fror
What conclusions can y

“T asked, “Timothy, where is your home?”
“St. Thomas,” he said. “Charlotte Amalie, on St. Thomas.” He added, “ "Tis a Virgin Islan’.”
“Then you are American,” I said. I remembered from school that we had bought the Virgins from Denmark.
He laughed. “I suppose, young bahss. I nevar gave it much thought. I sail all d’islan’s, as well as Venezuela,
Colombo, Panama.... I jus’ nevar gave it much thought I was American.”
2. Underline exam ples fror I said, “Your parents were African, Timothy?”
What conclusions can y He laughed, low and soft. “Young bahss, you want me to say I true come from Afre-ca?”

—The Cay, Theodore Taylor

Directions: Use the excerpt above to answer the questions.
1. How is Timothy's dialect different from the standard English dialect?

Registers are ways people
formal and informal regist

Directions: Identify if the te}
register. List the characteris
1. Would you like a seconi

2. What are standard English franslations of the following words?

Tis: Ji : n's:

; - Directions: Identify if the 1§ or an informal
2. Yo, I'm gonna hit the h¢ register. List the character gister.
3. .
“At your service, Miss D PR ' NTA B LE weet voice. “And
wondering if you might not like n prepared to offer some.”,

3. Watcha doin after sche K te Doyle, Avi

-

4. Carl failed to inform his - ASS ESSM E NT

“But Mae shrugged offj ¢, she said, “and that’s
< a lot. The boys, now, they go the.. suparaic ways. 1ucy re some difrerent, don 't always get on too good.”
—Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt

"Ah Lee, go fry me up about two dozen more oysters. I'll be there in a minute-soon as I whip this
Bullwhip fella." —By the Great Horn Spoon, Sid Fleischman
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Registers are ways people use
language. In different @ﬁwhm;,ﬂmm
are formal and informal registers

*FORMAL % INFORMAL

———CHARACTERISTICS

Dialects are forms of language
’W’r are specific fo a region,
coom\ group, or period.
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TEACHING NOTES: Use the sample page above to guide students’
note-taking.

Students will write a general explanation of dialects and registers
under the title of the page.

Dialects (left side of notes): Students will write examples of words,

KETCH NOTES

phrases, and pronunciations for each of the four reglons (The
Midwest, The Northeast, The South, and The United

note: dialects are fluid; Not all people from these
these dialects.

Students will provide an example of how a dialect
by writing & phrase in “Shakespearean English” an
translation. -

Registers: Students will write the characteristics,
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BONUS: INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK ACTIVITY

COMPARE DIALECTS

A dialect is a form of language that is sooken in a parficular area
or during a particular fime period.

Read the excerpts below and rewrite them in current English.

“But when a ship 15 upon the
seq, theres but one

rules. As God s fo his people,
as king fo his nation, as
father fo his fomily o is
captain fo his crew. Sheriff.
Judge and jury. He is oll*
-True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

The old man's face was
grove, but he did not ask
about the lessons.

“Time of sun get shorter,”
he said, "like footsteps of
bird. Soon ice on water”

-The Sign of the Beaver

“Praise bel” her aunt
marveled, “Well, you're here
safe and sound. Have some
corn bread, my deor. *Twas
baked fresh yesterday, and
there is new butter”

-The Witch of Blackbird Pond

You mama knowed fhem
Wallaces ain't good folks:
that's why she don't want
yioll down there, and y'all
owe it fo her and y'dlselves
fo tell her- But T'm gonna:
leave it up fo y'all fo decide
-Roll of Thunder, Hear My Ci

ol si . i =i
“Is it broken?* Matt asked. B | F W —
e e bl S .. The old man's face wos | [ ocee 't gooct o,
et e S pmnlitineened e — || arove, but he did not osk that's why she don't want
more.” ——1 =i

back. The Meadow has spoken to
thee, foo, hasn't it?*
-The Witch of Blackbird Pond

-The Sign of the Beaver

COMPARE REGISTERS]

Register refers to the way language is used in different contexts, or
situations, when speaking or wiifing. Some registers are more formal,

while others are more informal.

FORMAL

INFORMAL

——ff “But when o ship is upon The

8 father t fe
——{_i father to his fomi, so s

i orduring a particular fime peri
i Read the excerpts below and

s a form of language That is spoken in a parficular area
d.

ox

rewrite them in curent English.

sea, there’s but one who
rules. As God is fo his people
05 king o his nation, as

| [i coptain to his crew. Sheriff

Judge ond jury, He is all*
~Trve Confessions of Charlotfe Doyle

“Is it broken?* Matt asked.
“Ndo. Not broke. Mend soon.

Sleep now. Not need medicine
more*

L ~The Sign of the Beaver

“Praise bel” her aunt
marveled. “Well you're here

|
|

———+ & boked fresh yesterday, and

safe and sound. Have some
corn bread, my dear. "Twas

1 _[f there is new bufter”
-The Witch of Blackbird Pond

“Foks wonder why I want o live
here 5o close fo the swamp,” fhe!
i soft husky voice continued. ‘Bt
[T think thee knows why. T could
see it in thy face o moment
Jibock The Meadow has spoken fo
thee, foo, hosn't it2- 4
-The Witch of Blackbird Pond

i Gbout the lessons.
L[} Time of sun get shorfer’
he said, *like footsteps of
bird, Soon ice on water”

yall down there, and y'al
[ owe it o her and yallselves
fo fell her. But I'm gonna
leave it up fo y'all fo decide”
-Roll of Thunder. Hear My Cry!

_The Sign of the Beaver i|

Register refers o the ‘way langua

~ICOMPARE REGISTERS!

is used in different contexts,

b ":{'::":?'\‘m?éw?:n speaking or wiifing. Some registers are more.
o > — _ } ofhe
Characteristics [« Tone is serious «Tone is casual — rs are more informal.
L L1 >
*Sentences are complete +Some incomplete sentences TCp— - i INFDRM“E
« Correct grammarisused |+ A few grammatical errors —

« Few contractions and little
or no slang is used

«May use a lot of contractions|
and some slang

Examples «If was ten bucks.

It cost ten doliars.
+I would like fo go.

+I wanna go.
Situations * Wrifing a school report
* Conducting a presentation

+Speaking with a teacher

~Working in a small Group
+Texting or emailing friends

+Speaking with your peers

Characteristics [<Tone is serious

«Tone s casual
e

ol

«Correct grammer is used

*Few confractions and little
or no slang is used

senfences
few grammatical errors
Moy use a lot of confractions|
and some slang

«It wos fen bucks.
*Iwanna go.

«I cost fen dollars.
«I would like to go.

~Wifing @ school report
«Conducting a presentation
=Speaking with G teacher

+Working in @ small Group
«Texting or emailing friendis
* Speaking with your peers
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