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This close reading and fluency resource is designed to be used with students in grades 4-8 
and provides many options for differentiation.  This resource includes 2 different nonfiction 
passages.  Each passage is written at 3 different reading levels (approximate grades 4-5, 6-7, 
and 7-8).

There are also 3 different Reading Response Sheets with text-dependent questions for each 
passage. Each of the 3 Reading Response Sheets are based on a specific Common Core 
Reading Domain: Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, and Integrating Knowledge and 
Ideas.  These Reading Response Sheets are also differentiated!  I have created two levels (A 
and B): Level A is based on the Common Core Standards for grades 4-5, and Level B is based 
on the Common Core Standards for grades 6-8.

In addition to the leveled passages and Reading Response Sheets, this resource also includes 
a fluency component.  Each of the leveled close reading passages have been formatted 
into fluency passages that can be used with your students who struggle with reading 
expression and word recognition.  These passages afford your students the valuable practice 
of repeated readings and progress monitoring. 

Student Resources:
•Steps for Close Reading
•Annotations for Close Reading

Primary Source Analysis:
•A captioned video of an excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat”.

Leveled Passages
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 4-5)
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 6-7) 
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 7-8)
•The Great Depression (Grades 4-5) 
•The Great Depression (Grades 6-7) 
•The Great Depression (Grades 7-8) 

Text-Dependent Questions:
•Response Page: Key Ideas and Details (Level A)
•Response Page: Key Ideas and Details (Level B)
•Response Page: Craft and Structure (Level A)
•Response Page: Craft and Structure (Level B)
•Response Page: Integrating Knowledge and Ideas (Level A)
•Response Page: Integrating Knowledge and Ideas (Level B)
(Answer keys are provided for all of the above pages.)

Fluency Passages:
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 4-5)
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 6-7) 
•Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Grades 7-8)
•The Great Depression (Grades 4-5) 
•The Great Depression (Grades 6-7) 
•The Great Depression (Grades 7-8) 

Introduction
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Dear Teacher,

Thank you so much for purchasing this resource that I worked very hard 
on.  I hope it makes your challenging job as a teacher just a little bit easier.  
If you are interested in sharing this resource with you colleagues, please 
take advantage of my multiple license pricing; every additional classroom 
license is 50% off!

Questions or comments? Please email me at GotToTeach@icloud.com

Thank you for your purchase,

Melissa Tallman
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach

© Copyright 2016 Got to Teach LLC.  All rights reserved. This is a one-
classroom license.  Permission is granted to copy pages specifically 
designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or licensee. 
The reproduction of any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. 
Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any 
form (even a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so 
makes it possible for an Internet search to make the document available 
on the Internet, free of charge, and is a violation of the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act (DMCA).

Introduction
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Student Resources
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STEPS FOR CLOSE READING
ONE

1
first reading: key ideas and details
Read the text to yourself, focusing on the key ideas and details.  Annotate the 
text using the “Annotations for Close Reading” page.

FOUR

4
second reading: craft and structure
Reread the text to yourself, focusing on the craft and structure of the text. How 
does the author organize the text? How is vocabulary used in the text?  What is 
the author’s point of view or purpose? Annotate the text using the “Annotations 
for Close Reading” page.

SEVEN

7
third reading: integration of knowledge and ideas
Reread the text to yourself, focusing on the integration of knowledge and ideas.  
What is claim is the author making in the text?  How does the author support 
his/her claim? How does the text connect to another piece of literature?  Do 
you have a personal experience that relates to something from the text? 
Annotate the text using the “Annotations for Close Reading” page.

TWO

2
respond: key ideas and details
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Key Ideas and Details” page.  
Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

FIVE

5
respond: craft and structure
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Craft and Structure” page.  
Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

EIGHT

8
respond: integration of knowledge and ideas
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas” page.  Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

THREE

3
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Key Ideas and Details” page with a partner.

SIX

6
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Craft and Structure” page with a partner.

NINE

9
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Integration of Knowledge and Ideas” page with 
a partner.
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ANNOTATIONS FOR CLOSE READING

*

?

!

Something important

Key words or details

I don’t understand

I am surprised

I made a connection

I understand

Unfamiliar word
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ANNOTATIONS FOR CLOSE READING
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I don’t understand
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Each passage is written at three 
different reading levels.  The reading 
levels are indicated with a shape, 
rather than a grade level; this is done 
to be sensitive to students who might 
be working below grade-level.  The 
word count for each passage is 
located to the right of the grade level 
shape.

GRADES 4-5 GRADES 6-7 GRADES 7-8
Approximate Reading Levels:

Leveled Passages
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  In the election 
year of 1932, the United 
States was overcome 
by unemployment and 
poverty cause by The 
Great Depression. People 
felt hopeless about the 
future of the country. 
Economic recovery was 
the biggest issue of the 
presidential campaign, 

and Americans voted for the candidate who offered 
hope during these frightening times—Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, also referred to as FDR.
 “The only thing we have to fear, is fear itself,” 

said FDR during his inaugural speech, as he tried to 
convince Americans that his plans would save the 
economy.  As promised during his campaign, FDR 
quickly made bold changes to help heal the country.  
On his first full day in office, he held an emergency 
meeting with congress.  He had the most productive 
first 100 days in office in the history of the presidency, 
as legislators passed several of his measures to help 
stabilize the economy.   FDR called these measures 
The New Deal. The New Deal included programs to 
increase the food supply, create jobs, and improve 
wages and working conditions. Even with a few 
failures, FDR helped Americans to become hopeful 
again with his overall success of The New Deal, his 
ability to problem solve, and his comforting “fireside 
chats” broadcasted on the radio.  
 Americans believed in FDR so much that they 
elected him for 
three more terms. 
This resulted in the 
longest presidency 
in United States 
history. As 
President, FDR had 
many international 
successes as well. 

Franklin Delano roosevelt

The Great Depression- a time of serious business and 
trade problems in North America and Europe that 
began in 1929 and lasted until the early-mid 1940s.  
Millions of people did not have jobs, places to live, or 
enough to eat.
economic- having to do with money, business, or trade
stablize- to keep from changing in a drastic or 
unpredictable way

FDR preparing to deliver a “Fireside 
Chat”. 30 September 1934
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  In the election 
year of 1932, the United 
States was overcome 
by unemployment and 
poverty cause by The 
Great Depression. People 
felt hopeless about the 
future of the country. 
Economic recovery was 
the biggest issue of the 
presidential campaign, 

and Americans voted for the candidate who offered 
hope during these frightening times—Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, also referred to as FDR.
 “The only thing we have to fear, is fear itself,” 

said FDR during his inaugural speech, as he tried 
to assure Americans that his plans would save the 
economy.  As promised during his campaign, FDR 
quickly made bold changes to help heal the country.  
On his first full day in office, he held an emergency 
meeting with congress.  He had the most productive 
first 100 days in office in the history of the presidency, 
as legislators passed several of his measures to help 
stabilize the economy.   FDR called these measures 
The New Deal. The New Deal included programs to 
increase the food supply, create jobs, and improve the 
wages and the working conditions for laborers. Even 
with a few failures, FDR helped Americans to become 
hopeful again with his overall success of The New 
Deal, his ability to problem solve, and his reassuring 
“fireside chats” broadcasted on the radio.  
 Americans believed in FDR so much that they 
elected him for 
three more terms. 
This resulted in the 
longest presidency 
in United States 
history. As 
President, FDR had 
many international 
successes as well. 

Franklin Delano roosevelt

The Great Depression- a time of serious business and 
trade problems in North America and Europe that 
began in 1929 and lasted until the early-mid 1940s.  
Millions of people did not have jobs, places to live, or 
enough to eat.
economic- having to do with money, business, or trade
stablize- to keep from changing in a drastic or 
unpredictable way

FDR preparing to deliver a “Fireside 
Chat”. 30 September 1934
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  In the election 
year of 1932, the United 
States was devastated 
by the unemployment 
and poverty of the Great 
Depression. People 
felt hopeless about the 
future of the country. 
Economic recovery was 
the biggest issue of the 
presidential campaign, 

and Americans voted for the candidate who offered 
hope during these desperate times—Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, also referred to as FDR.
 “The only thing we have to fear, is fear itself,” 

said FDR during his inaugural speech, as he tried 
to assure Americans that his plans would revive the 
economy.  As promised during his campaign, FDR 
acted swiftly and made bold changes to help heal 
the country.  On his first full day in office, he held 
an emergency session of congress.  He had the 
most productive first 100 days in office in the history 
of the presidency, as legislators passed several of 
his measures to help stabilize the economy.   FDR 
called these measures The New Deal, which included 
programs to increase the food supply, create jobs, 
and improve the wages and the working conditions for 
laborers.  While not all of the polices of the New Deal 
were effective, the overall success of his programs, 
his ability to improvise, and his reassuring “fireside 
chats” broadcasted on the radio allowed Americans to 
become hopeful again.  
 
 Americans 
believed in FDR 
so much that 
they elected him 
for three more 
terms, which 
resulted in the 
longest presidency 

Franklin Delano roosevelt

The Great Depression- a time of serious business and 
trade problems in North America and Europe that 
began in 1929 and lasted until the early-mid 1940s.  
Millions of people did not have jobs, places to live, or 
enough to eat.
economic- having to do with money, business, or trade
stablize- to keep from changing in a drastic or 
unpredictable way

FDR preparing to deliver a “Fireside 
Chat”. 30 September 1934

Grade 4-5
a

Grade 6-7
a

Grade 7-8
a
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grades 4-5

a
grades 6-8

Each passage has 3 Common Core Reading Response Pages, one for each domain: 
Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, and Integrating Knowledge and Ideas.

There are also 2 different levels of these Reading Response Pages. Level A was written 
based on the Common Core Standards for grades 4-5, and Level B was written based 
on the Common Core Standards for grades 6-8.

LEVEL

B
LEVEL

Leveled Responding Pages
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

A

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS

1 What issues and/or problems were the people of the United States facing during the 
1930s and how did FDR address these issues?  RI.1.1

2 What details from the text help you understand the meaning of FDR’s words  “the only 
thing we have to fear, is fear itself”? What is FDR saying with these words? RI.1.1

3 One of the main ideas of this article is that FDR was a great leader. What examples 
from the text support this? RI.1.2 

4 What actions did FDR take to help the United States deal with The Great Depression?. 
RI.1.3

5 Describe how FDR is connected with World War II and the United Nations, according 
to the article.  RI.1.3

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

1 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “desperate”. RI.1.4

2 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “persevered”.  RI.1.4

3 Unlike most biographies, this article is not organized in perfect chronolgical order.  
Describe the structure and explain why the author may have organized it this way.  
RI.1.5

4 Listen and/or read this excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat” (https://goo.gl/l7u8RI). 
How does it compare to the information on “Fireside Chats” included in the article?    
RI.1.6

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

A
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Listen to and/or read this excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat” (https://goo.gl/l7u8RI). 
How does it add to your understanding of the article? How does it extend beyond 
what is covered in the article?  RI.1.7

2 The author of the article says that “FDR always persevered”.  What reasons and 
evidence does the author include to support this claim?  RI.1.8

A
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
1 What details from the text give you an understanding of what life was like during this 

era?  RI.1.1

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.

B

2 Using details from the text to support your answer, explain what FDR means by “the 
only thing we have to fear, is fear itself”?  RI.1.1

4 Choose an event or problem within the article and explain how FDR reacted to it. 
RI.1.3

3 What is one of the main ideas of this article and what examples from the text support 
this? RI.1.2 

5 What are other events (other than The Great Depression) that occured during his 
presidency? Why are they signficant? RI.1.3

© Got to Teach LLC 2016 • www.GotToTeach.com

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

1 Choose an unfamiliar word from the text and explain how you can use context clues 
to determine its meaning.  RI.1.4

2 Describe how the second paragraph is structured.  Explain why the author organized 
it in this manner. RI.1.5

3 Does this article follow the common format and structure of most biographies? Why or 
why not? RI.1.5

4 How does the author reveal his/her point of view in the article?  What details helped 
you determine this?  RI.1.6

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

B
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Listen to and/or read this excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat” (https://goo.gl/l7u8RI). 
How does it add to your understanding of the article? What impact does the speech 
have on you?  RI.1.7

2 Does the author make any claims that are not supported with evidence?  Does the 
author include any irrelevant on unnecessary information?   RI.1.8

B
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Answer Keys
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

A

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS

1 What issues and/or problems were the people of the United States facing during the 
1930s and how did FDR address these issues?  RI.1.1

2 What details from the text help you understand the meaning of FDR’s words  “the only 
thing we have to fear, is fear itself”? What is FDR saying with these words? RI.1.1

3 One of the main ideas of this article is that FDR was a great leader. What examples 
from the text support this? RI.1.2 

4 What actions did FDR take to help the United States deal with The Great Depression?. 
RI.1.3

5 Describe how FDR is connected with World War II and the United Nations, according 
to the article.  RI.1.3

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.

During this period, people were dealing with the Great Depression.  Many people did not have 

jobs and were living in poverty. FDR created “The New Deal”, “which included programs to 

increase the food supply, create jobs, and improve the wages and the working conditions for 

laborers” (paragraph 2).

In the text it says FDR was trying to “assure/convince” the people that his plans would help 

save the country.  FDR was trying to calm the American people by telling them their fears of 

unemployment, poverty, and lack of food are worse than the actual problems themselves. He 

was trying to tell them to trust in his programs, for fear will only make things worse. 

FDR wasted no time getting to work as president.  On day one he held an emergency session 

of congress, and during his first 100 days in office, he was able to pass many of his “New Deal” 

measures.  If one of his plans failed, he would “improvise” and try something new.  He also 

calmed people’s fears with his “Fireside Chats”.

FDR was president when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor.  It was this attack on America that 

caused FDR to declare war on Japan, which is how the United States officially entered World 

War II.  FDR and Winston Churchill met to devise a plan for world peace; the ideas from these 

meetings later led to the formation of the United Nations.

He helped America through a difficult time. “He acted swiftly and made bold changes to help 

heal the country” and he kept Americans calm and informed with his “Fireside Chats”. He 

didn’t let failures keep him from trying again. He said “Take a method and try it. If it fails, 

admit it frankly and try another. But above all, try something.”

Possible Answers
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

1 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “desperate”. RI.1.4

2 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “persevered”.  RI.1.4

3 Unlike most biographies, this article is not organized in perfect chronolgical order.  
Describe the structure and explain why the author may have organized it this way.  
RI.1.5

4 Listen and/or read this excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat” (https://goo.gl/l7u8RI). 
How does it compare to the information on “Fireside Chats” included in the article?    
RI.1.6

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

A

The word desperate is used in the article to describe the era of The Great Depression.  

During this time people felt “hopeless” and fearful because of the poverty and unemployment.  

This tells me that desperate means very serious and hopeless.  

Based on FDR’s words “Take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it frankly and try another. 

But above all, try something” I can infer that persevered means he always kept trying and 

never gave up, even (or especially) when he faced failure.  

The article begins with FDR running for president during The Great Depression, and not his 

early life (birth, childhood, etc.) like most biographies.  His earlier life is not mentioned until 

later in the article, when the author explains his troubles with Polio.  Perhaps the author 

believes his most important/interesting accomplishment is how he dealt with The Great 

Depression, which is why he/she started the article with that.

The article is a secondhand account that only explains what the “Fireside Chats” were and 

what their purpose was.  The speech is a firsthand account and allows me to really experience 

FDR’s words in a deeper way.  I could really hear his calm, yet strong manner and see why the 

American people liked him so much.  

Possible Answers
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FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Listen to and/or read this excerpt from FDR’s 8th “Fireside Chat” (https://goo.gl/l7u8RI). 
How does it add to your understanding of the article? How does it extend beyond 
what is covered in the article?  RI.1.7

2 The author of the article says that “FDR always persevered”.  What reasons and 
evidence does the author include to support this claim?  RI.1.8

A

Since the article only mentions the “Fireside Chats”, I wasn’t sure what they were until I 

actually heard/read one.  Now I know that FDR was not just trying to calm people’s fears with 

them, but he was also keeping people informed about the problems others were facing.  Even 

though he starts off talking about the problems farmers are facing, the excerpt ends with 

some very encouraging words: “No cracked earth, no blistering sun, no burning wind, no 

grasshoppers, are a permanent match for the indomitable American farmers and stockmen 

and their wives and children who have carried on through desperate days, and inspire us with 

their self-reliance, their tenacity and their courage.” Hearing his words really helped me 

understand why FDR was such a great leader.

The author supports this claim by describing how he started work “swiftly” and had the most 

productive first 100 days in office in the history of the presidency.  The author also states 

that “while not all of the polices of the New Deal were effective, the overall success of his 

programs, his ability to improvise...” gave Americans hope again. FDR also did not allow his 

Polio illness and the disability it caused to stop him from achieving his goals.  The author 

includes a very powerful quote from FDR as well: “Take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it 

frankly and try another. But above all, try something.”

Possible Answers
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FLUENCEYPROGRESS CHART

Name:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Student’s Name (Sample)

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The Great Depression

Poliomyelitis

1/8 1/15 1/23

Fluency Passages
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Fluency: Teacher’s Notes

Student’s Name:

words read:
- errors:

= cold score:D
a

te
: words read:

- errors:
= hot score:D

a
te

:

OBSERVATIONS 

TRACKING
   Finger Pointing
   Line by Line (index card)
   No Tracking
VOICE
   Strong Accent (EL)
   Monotone
   Expressive
   Speech Concern
   Loud/Quiet
PACING
   Sounding Out
   Word Calling
   Chunking
   Attends to Punctuation   Yes/No

Teacher Notes:

Grade

3

4

5

%tile FALL
WMP

Winter
WMP

Spring
WMP90

75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10
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71
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68
45
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Grade
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50
25
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75
50
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10

177
153
127
98
68

180
156
128
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199
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204
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150
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204
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151
124
99
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The GreaT Depression

Imagine a time in America when a dozen eggs cost less than $0.30, and filling your gas tank cost around $0.75. Your dream home on a farm was only $4,200. These are the actual expenses during the 1930s.  Yet even with such low prices, this era saw more hungry and homeless people ever in the nation’s history.  Millions of people were unemployed and the fortunate few who did work earned around $2-3 a day. This period in American History is known as the Great Depression, and it was the worst economic disaster the country had ever seen.Several factors led to the terrible collapse that caused The Great Depression.  The previous years, known as the “Roaring Twenties”, were a time of amazing economic growth.   The stock market was booming and many Americans were hoping to get rich by investing money into rapidly rising stocks.  Initially, all of the investors profited; however, this success was based on a flawed banking system.  Banks and brokers lent money to almost anyone for stock market speculation.  Everyone was confident that stock prices would only continue to rise.  Some people even stole money to invest, assuming they would easily repay the “loan” when the stock values increased.In 1929 signs of trouble appeared, and it became clear that this massive economic growth couldn’t continue.  Consumer spending decreased, the nation’s unemployment rate rose, and many stocks were restructured.  The stock market dipped significantly, yet most people denied any possible problems and remained positive about their money.  Some bankers and brokers even tried to control the market in order to make stocks appear profitable to investors.  Their “Black Tuesday”, the market crashed as people rushed to the banks to pull their money out of the stocks and out of the banks. America was sent into downward spiral that would take ten years to recover from. The stock market crash caused an almost instant change in America.  The crash financially destroyed so many people that even those who never 
their jobs.  Many wealthy people of the 1920s lived in poverty during the 1930s.  Citizens looked to the government for help.  However, even the government was strained and overwhelmed by the disaster.In 1932, America elected Franklin Delano Roosevelt for president.  He promised to heal the economy with The New Deal, which was several programs designed to end hunger and unemployment.  While many of The New Deal policies were successful, the Great Depression continued until the beginning of World War II.  During this time, war-related industry and manufacturing increased, and Americans united to help win the war.  
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 Imagine a time in America when a dozen eggs cost less than $0.30, and 

filling your gas tank cost around $0.75. Your dream home on a farm was only 

$4,200. These are the actual expenses during the 1930s.  Yet even with such 

low prices, this era saw more hungry and homeless people ever in the nation’s 

history.  Millions of people were unemployed and the fortunate few who did work 

earned around $2-3 a day. This period in American History is known as the Great 

Depression, and it was the worst economic disaster the country had ever seen.

 Several factors led to the terrible collapse that caused The Great 

Depression.  The previous years, known as the “Roaring Twenties”, were a time 

of amazing economic growth.   The stock market was booming and many 

Americans were hoping to get rich by investing money into rapidly rising stocks.  

Initially, all of the investors profited; however, this success was based on a 

flawed banking system.  Banks and brokers lent money to almost anyone for 

stock market speculation.  Everyone was confident that stock prices would only 

continue to rise.  Some people even stole money to invest, assuming they would 

easily repay the “loan” when the stock values increased.

 In 1929 signs of trouble appeared, and it became clear that this massive 

economic growth couldn’t continue.  Consumer spending decreased, the 

nation’s unemployment rate rose, and many stocks were restructured.  The stock 

market dipped significantly, yet most people denied any possible problems and 

remained positive about their money.  Some bankers and brokers even tried to 

control the market in order to make stocks appear profitable to investors.  Their 

efforts were pointless, and on October 29, 1929, the day that is now known as 

“Black Tuesday”, the market crashed as people rushed to the banks to pull their 

money out of the stocks and out of the banks. America was sent into downward 

spiral that would take ten years to recover from.

  The stock market crash caused an almost instant change in America.  

The crash financially destroyed so many people that even those who never 

invested in stocks were affected.  Banks and businesses closed, and millions lost 

their jobs.  Many wealthy people of the 1920s lived in poverty during the 1930s.  

Citizens looked to the government for help.  However, even the government was 

strained and overwhelmed by the disaster.

 In 1932, America elected Franklin Delano Roosevelt for president.  He 

promised to heal the economy with The New Deal, which was several programs 

designed to end hunger and unemployment.  While many of The New Deal 

policies were successful, the Great Depression continued until the beginning 

of World War II.  During this time, war-related industry and manufacturing 

increased, and Americans united to help win the war.  
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The GreaT Depression

Each leveled passage is formated for fluency practice! 
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FLUENCY SYMBOLS AND NOTATIONS

READING BEHAVIOR MARKING CONVENTION EXAMPLE

Substitution (one error 

unless self-corrected. 

Record one error 

regardless of number of 

incorrect attempts)

Write each attempted 

word above the actual 

word.

She realized it was...really

R - one repetition

R2 - two repetitions

R3 - three repetitions

She realized it was...

Repetition of one word 

(no error)

R

Write SC after the error to 

indicate error was 

corrected.

Several factions formed...

Self-correction (no error)

factors/SC

Write T above the word if 

you need to tell the child 

the word after 5-10 

seconds.

It is an impossible feat...

Intervention- unable to 

read a word (one error)

T

Write TA if you need to 

prompt student to “try 

again”. Use brackets 

around the text the 

student needed help with.

It is an impossible feat...

Intervention- student 

confused and unwilling 

to try again (one error)

TA
[                       ]

Draw a line the word. The hard worker...

Omission (one error)

Use an R with a line and 

arrow indicating the 

phrase that was repeated.

Many people saw it...

Repetition of phrase 

(no error)

R

Use a ^ at point of 

insertion with inserted 

word above it.

The bear followed...

Insertion (one error)

baby


