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High-interest and
professionally written

Precisely leveled with
certified Lexile® scores
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“Bringing Back Bison” 390L
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vital
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Key Vocabulary

to transfer pollen from a male plant part to
a fermale plant port so new plants can grow

necessary or very important

a type of living thing, such as a mushroom
or mold, that grows on organic material

and reproduces with spores
easily harmed

the state of having many different
types or forms; variety
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BEES IN DECLINE

Honeybees pollinate many kinds of plants,
including many that are grown for food.

Honeybees are important to both the notural world and

) 7
P

people. In nature, they pollinate more plants than any other
organism. On farms, they are vital to helping certain crops

produce large amounts of food. Without honeybees, many of
the foods people love would become harder to find and much
more expensive, Foods such as apples, almonds, watermelon,
squash, and some citrus fruits, among others, all rely heavily on

honeybees. The bad news is that
honeybees are in trouble. They're
dying at a rate of about 30 percent
each year, and the problem is a
global one.

‘why are so many bees dying
each year? There isn't one simple
answer to this guestion. Researchers
have uncovered four major factors
that affect bee populations:
parasites, diseases, pesticides, and
poor nutrition. Although each of
these can lead to serious problems
for honeybees, the warst effects
happen when these factors act
together.

Varroa mites are parasites—
arganisms that steal nutrients from
the bodies of other living organisms.
They're among the biggest issues
that honeybees face. These mites
don't usually kill adult honeybees,
but they may kill bee larvae—young
bees that have not yet developed
into their adult form. Varroa mites
can also cause bees to die earlier
than they would naturally. The
biggest problem with these mites,
however, is that they live and
reproduce inside beehives, where
they spread diseases to bees.

Many diseases affect
honeybees. European foulbrood and
Arnerican foulbrood are two types of
bacteria that kill bee larvae, These
diseases can destroy entire bee
colonies, and there’s no cure. Both
bees and beekeepers can introduce

HOW YOU
’(z ) CAN HELP
THE BEES

Plant o garden  .24j7,2

with flowering %
plants that bloor S
year round. s Sy

[ Buy local honey.

Imported honey,
(% can contain
heavy metals,

antibiotics & pesticides.

Build a polinator house.
These provide

shelter for %\
solitary bees —

that don't live =
in hives. t

Avoid using
] i fertilizers and
pesticides
@ with texic
chemicals.
If possible, buy organic

fruits and vegetables.

P Bees not only
(\‘ drink water,

> ~ but they also
bring water back fo
cool and humidify their
hives. Build a bee bath
by filling a shallow dish
with water. Add rocks
that the bees can lond
on to take a drink.
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E'r'bs'ioﬁ‘is d natural
process, but damaged
soil is at higher risk. i

| Digital
| Versions
" Included
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Key Vocabulary
grazing | or other
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ecosystems «
descent |

culture ¢

3 reservations. This

I

Bison territory had shrunk to
by 1889. Today, most bison live in national parks or on
other public lands.

a few scattered locations
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GRAPHIC

ORGANIZERS

Graphic organizers that
are customized for each
passage.

These graphic organizers
provide a visual
representation of the text
structure and passage,
which helps with reading
comprehension and
writing skills.

Detailed answer keys are
included to help guide
your students’ work.

Digital version included:

Students can type directly
into Google Slides.

Teacher, THRIVE

Name:

Guided Tlo%es: BEES IN DECLINE_

DIRECTIONS: Read the article "Bees

PROBLEM & SO LUTION

in Decline" and complete the graphic organizer.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEES

WHAT IS THE MAIN PROBLEM FROM THE ARTICLE?

PROBLEM: FACTOR 1

SOLUTIONS

C

PROBLEM: FACTOR 2

D

PROBLEM: FACTOR 3

C

PROBLEM: FACTOR 4

Digital
Versions
Included

Guided Tlobes:BRINGING BACK BISON
PROBLEM & SOLU;I'IS)NN\/{%!

DIRECTIONS: Read "Bringing Back Bison” and complete the graphic organizer

INFORMATION ABOUT BISON [11,4 & 5]

What details about bison can you find in the article?

//\X

PROBLEM [12 &3]

SOLUTION

PROBLEMS REMAIN [1 9]
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Digital version included:
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READING

RESPONSES

10 short-answer reading
response questions for
each passage
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Digital version included:
Students can type directly
into Google Forms.
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"BRINGING BACK BlSON

sructure?
ngside the main fext siruc

1 What is the author’s main purpose for writing this article?

(Reading. (Response: REGENERATIVE @
AGRICULTURE &

2 Are there other fext structures included in the article alongside the main tex! structure?

Structype
®Quence, of 'S could pe s
rdeseriptiven Mjfdjform,s -
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ace V‘
3 what is on€ problern bison f |
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f Why?

Digital
Versions
Included

B Bringing Back Bison [Reading Response]

Bringing Back Bison [Reading
Response]

@ info@teacherthrive.com (not shared) Switch account
* Required
What is the author’s main purpose for writing this arficle? *

Your answer

Are there other text structures included in the artficle alongside the  * 1 point
main text structure?

Your answer

What is one problem bison face when it comes to being able fo * 1 point
roam free today?

Your answer

What are two other topics that could be written about using this text * 1 point
structure?

Your answer




PROBLEM &
SOLUTION

ASSESSMENTS

Each passage comes with a
10-question multiple-choice
assessment.

Teachers can use these
assessments at the end of
each unit to direct further

instruction.

Digital version included:
Students can complete
these assessments using
Google Forms. These
Google Forms are
self-grading.
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(Lsscssment: BEES IN DECLINE G

1. What is the meaning of vulnerable in
paragraph 4?7

a. Easily harmed

b. Deadly

c. Visible

d. Sick

2. Which of the following diseases is
caused by a fungus?

a. European foulbrood

b. Chalkbrood

c. American foulbrood

d. Parasites

3. Which sentence helps you know the
text structure used in this article?

a. However, farms are already busy,
and raising bees requires a lot of
extra work.

b. Other times, they survive long
enough to bring food—and the
pesticides it contains—back to their
hives.,

c. These diseases can destroy enfire
bee colonies, and there's no cure.

d. All these factors combined lead fo
reduced numbers of bees.

4. What is the meaning of vitalin
paragraph 1?7
a. Helpful
b. Impartant
c. Troublesome
d. Expensive

5. What can people do to provide wild
bees with better nutrition?
d. Rent bees
b. Plant flowers
c. Clear land
d. Use pesticides away from bees

6. What is the purpose of farmers
renting bees?

a. To have bees to pollinate their
crops

b. To help bees survive by moving
them around

c. To help overwhelmed beekeepers

d. To learn how to take care of bees

7. How do beekeepers make most of
their money?
a. Selling wax
b. Selling honey
c. Renting out bees
d. Teaching farmers

8. What is the problem contributing to
all the other problems bees face?
a. Poor diet
b. Parasites
c. Diseases
d. Pesticides

9. Why do farmers use pesticides?
a. To get rid of unwanted bugs
b. To remove weeds
¢. To provide nutrients to crops
d. To control bee populations

10. What is one way varroa mites do NOT
effect bees?
a. They kill adult bees.
b. They spread diseases to bees.
¢. They kill bee larvae.
d. They cause bees to die earlier
than they would naturally.
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@ Bees in Decline [Assessment]

Bees in Decline [Assessment]

@ info@teacherthrive.com (not shared) Switch account

* Required

1 point

What is the meaning of vulnerable in paragraph 42 *

O Easily harmed
O Deadly

O Visible

QO sick

Which of the following diseases is *
caused by a fungus?

O European foulbrood
(O Cchalkbrood
O American foulbrood

O Parasites

Which sentence helps you know the text structure used in this * 1 point

article?

O However, farms are already busy. and raising bees requires a lot of exira

work.

Other fimes, they survive long enough fo bring food—and the pesticides it
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